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Despite a life of
poverty, mom of 3
provides support to
educate her children...

HOPE AND
SACRIFICE
Story by
KRISHNA
MAHARAJ
on Page 3

WORKING TOWARDS
BETTERMENT: Sunita

Bissoon helps her son,
Joel, with his school work
at their home in Coora
Road, Siparia.
—Photo: DAVY GOPAUL
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Mom of 3: Being poor should not deprive your children of an education

Faith in a time of despair
By Krishna Maharaj

DESPITE living in poverty together
with her three children and husband,
Sunita Bissoon gets up every morning, prepares whatever she has and
heads out to walk with her children to
their school a mile and half away. She
makes this trek twice daily to ensure
their safety.
“Being poor is no excuse to deprive your child or children of an education,” said Bissoon. She is the wife
of Dhanraj Baboolal and the mother of
three, Joel, seven, Jayda, six, and Jade,
three.
The family of five from Coora Road,
Siparia, smiled as they related their
story to InFocus.
“Despite our living conditions I try
to teach my children about life, that
they should not allow themselves to
be dragged into anything illegal. We
know how easy it is for these things
to happen to children especially when
you are poor,” said Bissoon. She continued, “On weekends I spend most of
my time with them doing their school
work, although we may not have food
to eat.”
Her husband, Dhanraj, noted that
his educational background is minimal and he does odd jobs as a handyman when the opportunities arise.
“There is no shame in being a
handyman, as I would normally spend
the day out looking for work and return back to our one room home,” he
said. Their home, is a structure built
on their family’s land using rejected
plywood along with curtains given to
them by neighbours.
Dhanraj met Sunita at Quinam
Beach many years ago and since then

they have held on to each other. In
spite of their struggle, Baboolal said
that he would continue to stand by his
wife because they have a great relationship.
“Many times, people in this position, they would look for the easiest
way out by going separate, searching
for a better life. But I am going to stick
with my wife and children even if we
have nothing to eat when the day is
up,” said Baboolal. “My main concern
is our children; we bring them into the
world and it is our duty to provide for
them,” he added.
Baboolal said, “Sometimes I wonder when our life would get better, but
I have faith in God, he has the answer.
We are appealing for building material
and if one is kind enough to employ
me, I am willing to work to make a better life for my family.”
A friend advised the family that they
should apply for some form of public
assistance given their circumstances.
Heeding their advice, Bissoon said
that she went to the National Insurance Board (NIB) to apply for public
assistance but was told that she is not
entitled as her husband gets a day’s
work every now and then.
“My three-year-old, Jade, is another of cause for concern because she
has been suffering with a lung infection more than a year now,” said Bissoon.
With a smile on his face, Dhanraj
and Sunita’s eldest child, Joel, told
InFocus, “I hope someday I would become a doctor so I can care for children who are sick like my sister.”
If you would like to render assistance or contact this family please
contact InFocus at 682-2593.

NO PLACE FOR A FAMILY: The house where Sunita Bissoon and her family
lives in Coora Road, Siparia.

IN NEED OF ASSISTANCE: Sunita Bissoon sits with her children at their home in Coora Road, Siparia.
Standing is her husband Dhanraj Baboolal. —Photos: DAVY GOPAUL
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Bringing communities into Focus
INFOCUS is a community newspaper that is
designed to allow communities to shed light
on issues that are normally overlooked by
the mainstream media. This volunteer-driven
publication will focus on community-based
journalism, providing coverage focused on
individuals, neighbourhoods, suburbs and
community life in Trinidad and Tobago.
InFocus was founded by veteran media
photographer Krishna Maharaj. With over
45 years of experience in the media, Maharaj brings with him a wealth of experience in photo journalism.
“Everyone has a story to tell. There is
always something going on in communities around the country, that the general
public isn’t aware of. We are here to tell

those stories,” said Maharaj.
Maharaj is joined by a small group of
volunteers, including former students,
friends and family, who shared his vision
and offered to assist him. He lamented
the fact that hyperlocal stories are seen
as unimportant by many, but he hopes
to change that with the introduction of
InFocus.
We invite non-profits organisations,
community groups, schools, community
sports teams and individuals to share their
stories and photos with us. We are here to put
you in focus.
InFocus will be published bi-monthly
(once every two months) and will be available
free of charge at select locations around the

country. We will also provide an online copy
for those who cannot get their hands on a
physical copy.
Be sure to follow us on social media for
updates on new issues.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/InFocusTT/
Twitter: @InFocusTT
Instagram: @infocusmediatt
Would you like to contribute a story, article
or photo? Or maybe support our publication
by advertising with us? We would love to hear
from you.
Drop us a line at infocusmediatt@gmail.com.
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Passion
for MUSIC
ARTFORM

By Vinayaka Marajh

RENEÉ TERMICA RAMSEY has a fierce
passion for music—both in song
and instrument, and an extraordinary love for the art of dance. She
even finds the time to DJ at small
events. But it is her unyielding dedication to her craft that lets her
stand out the most.
“I am what most people would
call a “callaloo” in that, I get my
Indian and Spanish blood from my
mother’s side of the family and my
African and Chinese blood from my
father’s side.”
Born to Anthony Ramsey and
Joann Samaroo in the quiet village
of El Carmen, St Helena, Ramsey
has always dreamt of becoming
a classical Indian dancer, but her
journey didn’t start there.
“I was fortunate enough to
have supportive parents who encouraged me in whatever I wanted to do.”
Ramsey says, “I remember when
I was just ten years old and still in
primary school (Arouca Government Primary School), I told mom
and dad that I wanted to go into
dancing, and they signed me up for
everything imaginable from Gospel
to Sailor to even African Bellé.”
However, it wasn’t until she was
13 years old that Ramsey would find
the genre that she felt “resonated
with her heart.”
“When I was entering into my
secondary school (Bon Air High
School) a close friend of mine told
me about this cool, new dance
group that didn’t dance like the
others, called “the Nritya Sangam
Dance Company”. So, I went and
was immediately awestruck by what
I saw.” said Ramsey.
Ramsey says that their grasp
and fusion of both the classical and
modern elements of Indian dancing is what screamed at her that
she needed to be a part of their
ensemble. The group was managed
by Neetu Reshma Singh at that time
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I was fortunate enough to have
supportive parents who encouraged
me in whatever I wanted to do

and since starting her dancing career, Ramsey has amassed a small
fortune in trophies and medals.
During her time at the Nritya
Sangam Dance Company, Ramsey
and the group were awarded second and third place at the Prime
Minister’s “Best Village” dance
competition under the “East Indian Influence” category in 2011 and
2012 respectively. She was also personally awarded with “Best Dancer”
and “Most Creative Dancer” by the
group.
After spending two years with
the group, Ramsey migrated to
Singh’s newly-formed group “the
Shiv Tandava School of Dance” as
she had handed over control of the
former group to her younger brothers—Dhanraj Jason Singh and Rishi
Singh.
Upon joining the group, Ramsey
was appointed as the lead dancer
where she continued to accumulate
glory. Her new group was awarded
sixth place in a collaboration with
her former colleagues during the
National Council of Indian Culture’s
Dance Competition in 2014.
In 2015, they placed fifth in the
NCIC’s “Coca-Cola Teen Talent”
dance competition. Her personal
accomplishments in her new group
would go on to include, “Most
Supportive Dancer” and “LongestStanding Dancer.”
In 2018, the Shiv Tandava School
of Dance, led by Ramsey, took 2nd
place at the Best Village dance
competition under the “Chutney”
category. Additionally, they stole
third place at the Mahatma Gandhi
Institute for Cultural Co-operation’s
“Charitable Organizations” dance

competition. But her love for dance
isn’t the only thing that stands out
about her story; Ramsey also has
a drive and a passion for music—
particularly the steelpan. It was her
great-grand uncle, the late legendary steelpan musician, Dr Jit Samaroo, that encouraged her parents
to let her pursue her dreams. Her
father enrolled her into the “Trinidad and Tobago Steel and Brass
Symphonic Orchestra” where she
began her musical career playing
the Clarinet.
She was later introduced to the
First Citizens’ Supernovas Steel Orchestra and to steelpan.
Ramsey described it as “love at
first sight.” In 2014, her group took
second place in the “Small Band”
category of the National Panorama.
Ramsey is presently participating in the Ministry of Community
Development, Culture and the Arts’
“Mentoring by the Masters 2019”
programme via the East Indian
Dance category under the tutelage
of Dr Satnarine Balkaransingh. Here,
she is looking to increase her repertoire of creative skills by learning:
Kathak, Bharatnatyam, Kuchipudi,
and other styles of Indian dance.
Additionally, at present in her
dance group (the Shiv Tandava School of Dance) she is now a
dance tutor and takes the time to
educate and train others in the
craft.
Ramsey advises parents, “Don’t
stop your child from pursuing
whatever it is they want to do. Always push forward! Go for it! Don’t
let age and what others think stop
them! Through God—everything is
possible!”

WITH GRACE:

Reneé Termica
Ramsey
performs at the
Divali Nagar in
Chaguanas.

EXTRAORDINARY LOVE FOR HER ARTFORM: Reneé Termica Ramsey
plays the steelpan. —Photos: VINAYAKA MARAJH
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Picture me this
By Krystal Joseph-Thompson

WALK into Webster’s Mini Mart in
Cocorite and you may notice David Ronald Webster with a pencil
in hand, busy at work on his next
artistic masterpiece. Webster,
a self-taught artist, hopes to inspire his community with his art.
Webster was born in 1960 and
spent his childhood in the vicinity of Belmont, where he grew up
with his parents, Ms Lena Webster, and Mr Rudolph Corby. As
a child, Mathematics was his favourite subject, but despite this
he failed his Common Entrance
examination. With no interest in
repeating the exam, he decided
not to attend secondary school.
“My mother wanted me to go
back and I told her no. I wanted to
do underwater welding. I used to
watch it on TV and was amazed by
the work,” said Webster.
However, his level of education
was not sufficient to pursue this
career, so he took up a job at a
welding shop, where he made $5
a week while learning the welding
trade. Webster is currently employed as a welder at the Ministry
of Works and Transport.

In his youth, Webster would
also assist his father, who made
Carnival costumes in a room at
the back of their home. It was
there that he discovered his artistic talent.
“I used to help my father make
mas for medium sized bands. I
was ten years old when I started
‘seeing things’ on people,” he
stated.
“I would sit and look at them
come and go. Looking at them
I saw not only their faces, but
lines, shapes and forms. I kept
telling myself, I could draw that
just as is.”

As he grew older, so did his
skills, leaving his family and
friends fascinated by his work.
At the age of 17 he completed
his first portrait and since then
his work continued to electrify
everyone that came across his
drawings. While he prefers hand
drawn art using pencils, he plans
to move on to hyper realistic
acrylic painting.
“I have grown very fond of
realistic pieces. Now that I have
mastered it, I want to move on to
hyper-realistic pieces. I want to
do that,” said Webster.
Webster is the husband of
Deborah Webster, father of two
and grandfather of two, ages four
and three respectively. He credits them for supporting him in his
artistic and business endeavours.
“I love my family, I know they
would see me as loving, caring
and always there for them. I admire how much they love and
respect me,” he said in a joyous
tone.
Webster stated he would like
to continue serving his community even though there are many
negatives in the world that keep
people unhappy.

“I find happiness in seeing other
people happy, so I try to make them
happy through my art.”
Webster offered this advice to our
readers and the public at large; stay
focused and follow your dreams.
“Focus on your dreams no matter

how long it takes. It took years of sacrifice for me to open my business.”
He concluded, “When you meet good
people, decent people, honest people, just hold on to them.”
—Photos by Krystal
Joseph-Thompson
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Living with Lupus
By Krystal Joseph-Thompson
GIVEN less than a year to live, 41-yearold Anneliese Sarjeant-Wickham has
been fighting systemic Lupus for the
past eight years. During this battle,
she went from being gainfully employed for over a decade at TSTT,
to running her own business from
home, full time with the aid of friends
and family.
It all started with a single spot
on her face, with more appearing
on her arms. Seeking help, she was
advised by her supervisor at the time
to consult a dermatologist. Upon initial examination, her dermatologist
suspected that her mysterious skin
ailment might be Lupus and ordered
several blood and skin tests to evaluate it further.
Sarjeant-Wickham initially confused her diagnosis with another
disease. “I never heard about Lupus
before. When she said it might be
Lupus, I thought she meant Leprosy
from the Bible and I freaked out,” she
said. Her doctor advised her not to be
alarmed as it was only an initial diagnosis and so she returned to work as
usual.
A month later, her dermatologist’s
suspicions were confirmed when test
results returned with horrifying news,
she had tested positive for Lupus. But
this was not the only news that she
got during that time, along with her
diagnosis, Sarjeant-Wickham found
out that she was also pregnant.
Her diagnosis meant that she now
required chemotherapy treatment
and it was during this time that she
was informed that her baby would
die as a result of the treatment. She
describes it as the darkest stage of
her life.
“When I found out I had Lupus
I thought for sure that it was death
sentence. I didn’t know how to accept
it, how to react to it, everything I read
just promoted doom and gloom,”
said Sarjeant-Wickham.
But, despite what the doctors
said, her baby did not die during the
chemotherapy and Sarjeant-Wickham
carried the baby to term.
She spent most of her pregnancy
in the company of her stepmother
and father. Her stepmother, Ursula,
stuck with her throughout the pregnancy and continued to help her after
the child was born.
As her illness progressed, Sarjeant-Wickham struggled with the
ongoing changes in her body. Chang-

es that made it difficult for her to do
the smallest of things. She became
despondent about her future and
remained distant from her newborn
baby.
“I never bathed or fed her, my
stepmother would hold her on my
breast because I didn’t want any part
of that baby, I was ready to die.”
As the disease started to take its
toll on her, Sarjeant-Wickham found
it difficult to adjust to changes in
her weight and her diet. She gained
weight as a side effect of the prescribed steroid medication, but this
weight gain was short lived as her
symptoms suddenly became worse
due to side effects of her treatment.
Hair loss, kidney failure and chronic joint pains were just some of the
medication’s adverse side effects
that she experienced.
By this time, she found it increasingly difficult to work and after 13
years of service at the telecommunications giant, Sarjeant-Wickham
tendered her resignation. However,
she refused to allow her illness to
leave her bedridden and decided to
try running her own business in order
to cover her increasingly expensive
medical bills.
She pursued treatment in the United States under the Obamacare programme which allowed for different
medications to be used to treat the
disease, ones not available in Trinidad
and Tobago. However, these medications were not without their own serious side effects. Sarjeant-Wickham
noted that there was an increase in
vision problems, development of a
deformed shoulder and hip problems
which required surgery. She stated
that while the new medication did
help ease the symptoms for Lupus
for a little bit, it came at a great cost
to her.
Through all her trials and tribulations, Sarjeant-Wickham still somehow finds the time and strength to
continue the charity work that she
did across Trinidad and Tobago as
a healthy young adult. She said that
she will not allow her current condition to prevent her from helping others.
Sarjeant-Wickham is concerned
that Trinidad and Tobago’s healthcare system is not prepared to deal
with patients suffering from the disease as there are only two doctors in
the field locally. These doctors are Dr
H Dayanand and Dr Peter Poon-King.
She is also a member of the “The

Voice of Lupus Foundation”, an
organisation that was formed to
inform and educate the public
on the disease, as well as to provide support to those living with
Lupus. It was founded by Reeanna Harrilal, who also suffers from
the chronic disease.
Determined to go as far as she
can, Sarjeant-Wickham wants
persons struggling with Lupus
to know that it’s not a death sentence and that the fear of death
is worse than death itself.
“You can live a normal life
with Lupus. You have to follow your diet, exercise and find
someone to talk to. That support
is everything, especially when
you feel like giving up every other day when the pain hits.
“Having this illness has
brought a better an appreciation
of life to me, I cherish the little
things, I try to spend more time
with my family, my kids and the
people that matter in my life.”
For more information on Lupus, you can visit the Facebook
page ‘The Voice of Lupus’ or visit their office in San Fernando,
phone 868-328-0220.

Photo by Krystal
Joseph-Thompson

Anneliese Sarjeant-Wickham
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Story and photos by Vinayaka Marajh
ON THURSDAY 1st August, 2019, our nation celebrated its 156th anniversary of
Emancipation. The celebration began in the early hours of the morning at the
Lidj Yasu Omowale Emancipation Village at the Queen’s Park Savannah, Port of
Spain, with a drum call and a tribute to their ancestors.
The day was filled with various forms of entertainment such as music and
dance; speeches and discourses from many great icons; general shopping in
the form of a Village Bazaar; and other cultural activities.

Employees of Republic Bank Point Fortin in traditional African attire to mark
Emancipation Day which was celebrated on August 1.
—Photo: CRYSTAL FORDE
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Passion drives purpose: build on what you love
By
Crystal
Forde
Business
reporter/
photographer

TIMES real hard! I don’t have
money for that! 29 more days until payday!
The cries of many workers.
Every month we work and yet
the day after pay day, many have
nothing to show with their world
revolving around working to pay
bills. That has to change and it
starts with you.
Often times we have this notion
that in order to have a successful
business you need to have a lot
of money or an inheritance from
family. However, contrary to that,
I know of many businessmen with
well-established companies that
started off with nothing. What
drove them were their dreams,
visions and determination. Where
do you see yourself in the next five

years? Will you be in the same financial position as you are now?
You don’t have to be. I’m here to
let you know that you have the
power to change your current situation and make it into what you
want to be.
Getting started
Firstly, look within yourself,
what can you see yourself doing
all day, every day? As the old saying goes “find something you love
to do and you’ll never have to work
a day in your life.”
This is where it starts, passion
drives purpose! Find something
you love and then build on it. Do
you have a special talent or skill?
There’s a good chance there’s a
way to make some money from it.
Do you love to plant vegetables?
Start a garden and sell your produce. Do you love to bake? Why
not bake some goods and sell
to your neighbours, co-workers,
friends and family?
Many fantasize about becoming
rich overnight, but Rome was not built
in a day. Whatever avenue you choose
to pursue, make it known to family and

friends, let them know what you’re doing. As you grow, so will your circle, so
don’t forget to market yourself.
Invest in your hustle,
invest in yourself
What? Invest? Ain’t nobody got
money for that honey! Sure, money

is important when starting out but investing doesn’t only refer to spending
money. You have to put in the work.
In order to see results you have
to invest time into your business.
Whether your business venture is
your main source of income or a
side hustle that supplements it,
it’s up to you to make it what you

want it to be. Are you investing in
yourself? Are you keeping yourself
abreast of changes in your area
of business? Why not take a short
course or use other free resources
to learn something new? YouTube
is an incredible resource with millions of videos on almost any topic
you can think of. YTEPP offers free
training to the general public in
many disciplines around Trinidad
and Tobago.
Why not make use of these free
resources to learn something new?
Your goal should be to become the
best at what you do!
And finally, know your worth.
This is important when you don’t
have two pennies to rub together,
but decide that you want to start a
business. Yes, it is possible and despite your circumstances now, with
the right mindset, you can create
your own wealth.
But this is just the beginning,
stay tuned for upcoming articles in
future issues of InFocus. These articles will show how you can set up
your own business, the importance
of planning, staying in business and
developing a business mindset.
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The simple elegance
of a backyard wedding
MANY couples spend lots of money
on their weddings as they seek to
make the occasion memorable and
special. Impressive cathedrals and
lavish halls are reserved in order to
achieve this, but it is also possible
for simplicity to bring about the
desired effect.
The theme of simple elegance
was evident when Nicole and Christopher Latapy tied the knot in the
backyard of their Santa Cruz home

recently. Under the open sky in nature’s cathedral, the bride was escorted down the aisle by her sons.
The bridal party made their way
along an iridescent lace pathway
to the altar, where the bride met
her husband to be. The pastor, who
was the groom’s uncle, presided
over a simple yet intimate ceremony in the presence of the couple’s immediate family and close
friends.

After the exchange of rings and
the signing of the marriage register, the husband and wife made
their way along the aisle to a shower of bubbles, meeting and greeting their guests. The garden was
perfect for the photos taken and
the celebration with guests, who
enjoyed the evening having drinks,
a sumptuous dinner and dancing.

—Photos by Krishna Maharaj

Have your wedding showcased
on this page by hiring us. We
can provide customised wedding
packages that include photography,
videography, transportation, a
venue and decorations.
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ST HELENA ECCE celebrated their 30th graduation ceremony which took
place on July 5th at the school’s compound in St Helena Village, Piarco.
In her overview, head teacher Linda Marajh thanked all stakeholders for
their dedication, hard work and the common vision for this ECCE. She
encouraged parents to stay involved when their child enters primary
school.
“You can help support your child beyond their early years and make
their journey through this education system fruitful.” Marajh says. She
pledged to “continue to fly the flag of the centre high as we change the
world, one child at a time”.
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The Pavement Festival

By Skarlett Lluvia

EVERY Trini has experienced a lime
on the pavement or at least witnessed one. Everyone who passed
through the Mayaro junction on
Saturday 13th July, were inevitably
a part of the first annual Pavement
Festival in Mayaro.
The Mayaro-Guayaguayare Folk
Collaborators joined forces with the
Best Village Association of Trinidad
and Tobago, Malick Folk Performing
Company and Five Rivers Community
Council Cultural Caravan to present
live performances by calypsonians,
dancers, drummers, a local steel
band on the pavement and a workshop on the Performing Arts. This
venture sought to capture the interests of young minds and keep the
culture alive.
The activities began as early as
7 a.m. on Saturday with a group of
teenage boys and girls on the African drums. Many industry workers
en-route to Galeota Point could not
resist the rhythm and passion of the
children. Men clad in overalls abandoned their wait for taxis to play their
hands on the drums. Young and old

bonded as if united by the unspoken
language of the drums.
The local steel band, Panhandle
Steel Orchestra, played a medley of
popular songs for both young and
old. Spectators marveled at the tender ages of some of the band members playing the wide-variety of tunes.
A troupe of young enthusiasts of
the Mayaro Folk Performers showcased their own choreography in Af-

rican dance, the traditional sailor
dance was conducted by the Performing Arts Cultural and Empowerment (P.A.C.E.) Foundation and
the dancers from Five Rivers displayed a fusion between Latin and
Bélé dancing. Onlookers were
also encouraged to practice the
movements during the routines.
Strong messages were delivered by spoken word artist
Zakiya Gill who hails from Guayaguayare, as well as calypsonian
Nerukhi Ato Osei, in his song ‘Put
Your Phone on Silent’ and 2019
Calypso Queen Finalist, Meguella
Simon, with ‘Wakanda Forever’.
Entertainment was also provided by vocal artiste Impulse and
members of the various groups.
In addition to the Performing
Arts, there was a Craft Market with
many young entrepreneurs exhibiting their handiwork, homemade
soaps and candles and a variety
of plants. Roast fish prepared on
the spot by Clevon “Ducky” Sampson of Ortoire Village, was undeniably the most requested food
on the day as patrons continuously questioned “What time
Ducky coming?”
The Pavement Festival required more than the single-handed effort of the Mayaro-Guayaguayare Folk Collaborators
and its success can also be attributed to several persons from the
business community as well as villagers who invested their time, efforts, skills and finances to see the
Pavement Festival brought to life.
The following day, a complementary workshop was held at the
Mayaro Resource Centre. The training was planned to provide children and interested persons with
the fundamentals of folk dance and

drumming while exploring modern
influences.
The folk-dance session was
facilitated by former Bélé queen,
Angela Phillip, who is fondly called
‘Aunty Bunny’ in the Mayaro community. She brought all the dresses and matching pieces from
her world trips in the 1990’s and
demonstrated the stages of the
traditional dress, from the first layer
to the intricate tying of head pieces while simultaneously comparing
modern designs and styles. She
further clarified misconceptions
and the misuse of songs and corresponding movements with regard
to dancing the Bélé.
The ballroom dancing segment
of the workshop was directed by
Lyndon Maynard who is the chairman of the Trinidad and Tobago
Best Village Association as well
as a prolific ballroom dancer and
his dance partner Michelle Lewis.
Salsa, a Latin dance, was used as
a tool to teach the young male
participants lessons on chivalry, leadership, politeness and
acceptance of rejection. Subsequently, the girls were exposed
to methods on kindly declining
a dance request and demanding
while dancing with their male
partner. The children were able
to perform the salsa dance at
the end of the period with added
laughter and poise.
The lessons on drumming
were conducted by Teddy Quammie. The children who participated
in this segment of the art form were
tremendously appreciative of the
training they received asked girls
and boys alike anxiously asked Mr.
Teddy “When will be the next training?” The Collaborators are determined to bring into the community

courses for these young people on
methods of drum making as well as
how to do repairs.
The event was deemed a success according to Tesila Manoe,
board member of the Mayaro/
Guayaguayare Folk Collaborators.
She explained that the organizational structure of the Collaborators
included both artistic and non-artistic leaders from several organisations including but not limited to
the Mayaro Folk Performers, Dame
Douees and the P.A.C.E. Foundation. Collaboratively, they serve the
community via tremendous networking and relations with stakeholders.
The first annual Pavement Festival in Mayaro commemorated
the life and cultural contributions
of the late Jimmy Edwards, a true
man of culture. The loss of the cultural stalwart one year ago rocked
the community of Mayaro and
more so its cultural sector. The
Collaborators have vowed to
always keep his vision and mission alive through their efforts.
Furthermore, another goal
of the membership is to be
victorious in cultural competitions. In 1967, Mayaro won
the Best Musical category and
in 1993, coveted the Best Village Trophy. Now in 2019, a
dying culture has been revitalised in small footsteps on
the pavement in Mayaro.
The Collaborators, with
plans to expand and improve
at next year’s Pavement Festival, have one message to
send to you, “You’re invited.”
—Photo courtesy the
Mayaro-Guayaguayare
Folk Collaborators
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Boyo and the

CUTLASS

By Skarlett Lluvia

ANYONE who lives in Mayaro may know Boyo, from
Inner Mafeking as “the man who makes cutlass”.
Boyo Rajcoomar is 80 years old and has been
making and selling cutlasses for more than 30 years.
This hobby once assisted his family to make ends
meet. In the days before electricity could be afforded, Boyo skillfully manipulated hand-held tools to
design his masterpiece. He relies on many electrical
devices to pattern his craft.
Boyo worked as a labourer cutting grass along
the roadside where the sole requirement was a
swiper, a tool he had to teach himself to make. Being the eldest of fourteen children, he took many of
his family’s responsibilities on his shoulders. Daily,
he would leave on his bicycle in the darkness to get
to work, complete his task and eagerly return to his
little workshop.
There he laboured to cut the blades with a hacksaw and sharpen both sides with a file and stone.
It was then heated at a certain spot on the kitchen
stove and bent at a preferred angle. The handles
were personally selected and then cut from the wild
coffee trees, but this was only done after the full
moon.
“The wood wouldn’t be affected by termites after
a full moon,” said Boyo.
The dried lumber was then shaped using a machete, jack plain and spokeshave. The prepared
blade was inserted into a tight groove at one end
and secured with coils of wire wound by hand.

The process became easier when his brother
built a house along the main road where electricity was accessible. Boyo would stop after work to
sharpen the stack of blades on tow behind his bicycle on an old electric grinder.
His sons often accompanied him to the nearby
forested area to gather the handles which were also
transported by the faithful bicycle. Eventually Boyo
acquired a vice-grip which held the blade in place to
be cut. It was not until his retirement that he bought
a second-hand electric grinder, which was soon followed by an electric saw.
Presently, Boyo uses a lathe and chisel set to spin
the handles into shape. Surprisingly, his symptoms
of Parkinson’s Disease seem to disappear as he
holds the blades steady against the electric grinder.
He meticulously times the heating of the blades on
his wrist watch and expertly bends each one using a
device he made.
Boyo has produced and sold many cutlasses
to his colleagues, villagers and visitors. He makes
cutlasses for both the left-handed or right-handed
workman. Many female customers have their cutlass
custom-made to a comfortable height.
Boyo also specialises in making machetes, “dabblers”, swizzle sticks, decorative candle sticks and
paper-towel holders which are exhibited throughout
his home. He shows great enthusiasm when creating
each piece and proudly displays his craftmanship.
He revealed that the best part of life as a widower and working for himself is being able to nap
anytime.
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Is homeschooling right for your child?
By Allana Harrylagan
HOMESCHOOLING is the process of educating children at home by their parents
or a hired tutor. Parents or tutors can
plan, instruct the lessons and grade the
children’s assessments during the learning process. Yes, it is legal in Trinidad
and Tobago and your child can write the
SEA, CSEC and CAPE examinations as a
private candidate if you desire.
Homeschooling is a growing community and here are the top ten reasons why
parents choose to home school in Trinidad and Tobago:
1. Learning should be fun.
Homeschooled children always willing and ready to face the challenge of
the day’s lessons. This willingness contributes to a higher rate of retention and
recall for the information learnt. There is
overall less stress—no waking up hours
before to get ready and commute to
school, no late nights to complete homework or projects and no end of term exams to cram for.
2. Lack of support or facilities
for children with special needs in
schools.
Some homeschooled children require
full or part time assistance for disabilities
that may be physical, mental or medical
in nature. On the other hand, some are
home schooled because they are academically ahead of peers their age.
3. Curriculum flexibility.
Parents are free to use a blended curriculum that caters to their children’s
needs, capabilities and interests. Non-traditional subjects can be included at the
Primary and Secondary Levels—integrated STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics), learning multiple

languages, coding, music, preferred religious studies, costume crafting, etc.
4. More examination options.
Parents who plan to homeschool
through the secondary school stages usually forgo the SEA (Secondary Entrance Assessment) exams. The chosen curriculum
prepares the children for their choice of
qualifying exam (CSEC, Cambridge, online
degrees, etc.) They also have the flexibility of studying one or two subjects a
year, write the exam then repeat for other subjects over the five-year secondary
school period.
5. Individual attention or small
group tutoring.
This allows the children to move as

fast or as slow though the curriculum
at their own processing speeds and
encourages them to become self-disciplined and responsible for his/her
own learning.
6. Children are taught in the
way they learn.
Lessons and teaching methods can
be adjusted to suit the way the children learn best: visual, auditory, reading/writing, kinaesthetic or by using a
combination of all techniques.
7. It fosters the child’s entrepreneurial spirit.
Just as Jamie Casap proposed,
“Don’t ask kids what they want to be
when they grow up, but what prob-

lems do they want to solve. This changes the
conversation from who do I want to work for,
to what do I want to learn to be able to do
that.”
8. Higher quality of social interaction.
Children are exposed to less peer pressure
and bullying and spend more family time. They
learn how to interact with children above and
below their age bracket and not only at their
age.
That is, they learn to slow down and play
more calmly with younger ones and converse
more intelligently with the older.
9. More time to play.
More time to play means your child gets to
be a child, use their imagination and be happy!
10. Learning can take place anywhere!
You are not bound to a classroom, school or
country!
Do you move around a lot or want to take a
vacation during a period that would otherwise
be considered school time?
Homeschooling allows your child to keeping learning anywhere at any time. You are not
limited to a classroom.
Are you interested in learning more about
homeschooling? Considering this as an option? Come join one of the local homeschool
Facebook groups or follow local homeschooling blogs.
On these platforms you can engage with
past and current homeschooling parents
about the many factors you should consider
before taking that route. Whatever the reason
you choose to homeschool, you will agree that
it is a very rewarding experience.
Further information on
homeschooling in Trinidad & Tobago
can be found at:
www.trinidadhomeschooling.com
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Martial Arts:

A WAY
OF LIFE

By Leanna Maharaj

HAVING competed at many regional and international competitions, 26-year-old Prem Jagdeo is a lightweight division fighter
who represents the Trinidad and Tobago Taekwondo Federation.
He also currently holds the rank of 3rd Dan in the International
Taekwon-Do Federation (ITF).
He is a member of the Trinidad and Tobago Coast Guard and
an adept student of martial arts, having also studied other fighting
styles including Gracie Jiu Jitsu, Kickboxing, Boxing, Karate, Judo
and Grappling.
For Jagdeo, his fascination with martial arts began at age 14.
His inspiration came when instructor Ryan Rampair and his team
came to the Vishnu Boys Hindu College to do a martial arts demo.
“It all looked like a Chinese kung-fu movie in real life. Members of the demo team were flipping in the air doing board breaks.
They walked with confidence. The demo was jaw dropping,” said
Jagdeo. This performance excited him and he quickly signed up.
With no prior sporting background, the young man began his
martial arts training. However, as the weeks passed, he considered quitting due to the increasing intensity of the training.
Encouragement from his eldest brother inspired him to continue his training even though he was struggling. The additional
push from his instructor and peers helped to motivate him to continue through the intense training. His perseverance was rewarded when he entered his first tournament a few months later. With
many other competitors present, Jagdeo focused on tournament
and placed second overall. This was a humble start to his martial
arts career.
His instructors at that time were Jermain Lue, a prominent
fighter from Jamaica along with his original inspiration, Ryan Rampair. As he progressed, many other fighters and instructors assisted him with his training.
Giving back
For Jagdeo, the lessons learned from his Taekwondo training
became a way of life. This lifestyle inspired him to use the martial

art to help those in his
community. He began helping persons
from all walks of
life. From helping
those who lived
on the streets, to
high school dropouts who needed a
positive influence to
get them back on track,
there was no one that
Jagdeo turned away.
This inspired him to open the Prem Jagdeo Taekwondo academy on #82 Ajodha Road, Bejucal, Cunupia in May of 2012. As there aren’t many sports groups in
his community, Jagdeo’s school acts as home for many
youngsters, including under-privileged children in the
area with many of his students looking up to him as a
father figure.
He considers his instructors, training partners
and students as his family; acknowledging them
as his inspiration to keep moving forward.
“They have always supported me, in the
good and bad times. Joining martial arts was
the best thing I’ve ever done, the only regret
I have, is that I wish I joined at an earlier age.
For persons considering getting into
martial arts, Jagdeo offered this advice:
“Taekwondo is the way to go. Get
started today, no matter your age or
gender. Taekwondo is for everyone.
It will make you look at the world differently and build a more peaceful
world.”
You can contact Prem at
758-5554 or e-mail him at:
premjagdeotkd@gmail.com.
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