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• Arons Bakery, Point Fortin
• Arthur Grocery & Bar, Rampalganas, Mathura
• Ainsbury Supermarket, Charlieville
• Baldeo Supermarket, Peters Field, Felicity 
• Bonanza Drugs Ltd, Petit Bourg
• Cocoyea Supermarket, San Fernando
• Cedros Mini Mart & Poultry Depot, Cedros
• Charlieville Community Pharmacy, Charlieville
• Comfy Supermarket, Charlieville
• Cumana Cooperative, Toco
• Chatterbox Doubles, Aranguez
• DS Furniture, Caroni Savannah Road, Chaguanas
• Harry’s Poultry, Pierre Road, Charlieville 
• Exodus Supermarket, Cedros
• Johnny’s Tyre Service, 
    Caroni Savannah Road, Chaguanas

• Raineys Cafe, 
    East of Freeport Flyover

• Medford Gas Station & Quick Shop, 
    Endeavour Industrial Estate, Chaguanas

• Medicine Stop Pharmacy, 
    Rodney Road, Endeavour

• Mayaro Cable TV
• Mayaro Family Medicine
• Nisha’s Homestyle Bakery, Princes Town 
• Point Fortin Colour Shop, Handel Road 
• Praimsingh’s Pooja Bhavan, 
    Chaguanas and Curepe

• RS Super Center, 
    Rochard Douglas Road, Barrackpore

• Shop MCN Superstore, Mayaro
• Stacey’s Supermarket, Toco
• Tasty Illusions Bakery, Debe 
• Unipet Gas Station, El Socorro
• Tacarigua Pharmacy, East & West
• Talcurry, Ramlal Road, Endeavour
• Valini’s Drugs, San Fernando

TOBAGO: 
• Shirvan Drugs Limited, Shirvan Mall
• Crown Point Hotel
• Tropikist Hotel  
• Magdalena Grande Hotel
• Carnbee Service Station
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ARIANNA HOPES 
TO SEE AGAIN Story and photo

 by Kavita 
Ramcharitar 

 on Page 3

‘I will get back my eyesight one day’

Seven-year-old 
Arianna Kashavi 
Maharaj is busy with 
her school work at 
her home in Siparia. 
—Photo by 
Kavita Ramcharitar  

KATHLEEN GEORGE TITUS 
(deceased)

Photo by Davy Gopaul 
Story by Krishna Maharaj

InFocus pays 
tribute to 

Tobago ‘Queen 
of Sweets’

Page 5
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S
EVEN-YEAR-OLD Arianna 
Kashavi Maharaj is a child who 
has lost the light in her eyes, 
but still hopes to see again one 

day.
“I am the chosen one, and God 

is testing me,” said Arianna. “But 
although it feels kind of bad, I feel 
good, because I will get back my 
eyesight one day. I still like to be 
normal because if you see me ride 
my bike you would feel I get back 
my eyesight.”

The seven-year-old said her am-
bition is to become a vet (because 
she has a love for animals), a farmer, 
and to be adventurous.

“I love going to school, but now, 
since online classes, I miss my friends, 
teachers, and generally school a lot. 
When I don’t get school work I cry, 
so my mommy is my teacher after 
the online classes.”

Arianna said she is dealing with 
her situation as normal, by doing 
everything for herself, except eating.

“My mama and papa feed me, 
when they carry me for doubles, 
but I eat for myself. “Although I 
have a dark vision, when some-one 
is in front of me I see the darkness. 
I identify by touch and smell, and 
people by voice, perfume, and soap. 
I have the fullest belief that one day 
I would get back my sight, and when 
it happens, I look forward to doing 
the things children do.”

Arianna’s advice to children who 
are going through what she is expe-

riencing is to have enough hope that 
God would give them back their sight.

“I hope to get up, one day and 
say ‘Mommy I am seeing again. Not 
seeing is a challenge for me, but 
even though I am visually impaired I 
know when it is daylight and when it 
is night, because I have light vision.”

Arianna is in her first year in 
school. She did her end of term test 
in half an hour and earned a grade 
A, without the help of her parents.

The six-year-old said, she is an 
independent child, and when it 
comes to her school work, nobody 
needs to help her.

“I am unable to see, but when 
it comes to school work, I need no 
help.”

 Dave Maharaj, and his wife 
Shivana, revealed how and when 
their child lost her eye sight during 
an interview with InFocus at their 
home in Siparia.

In 2018 Arianna, who was a nor-
mal child, started school in Septem-
ber, and by the middle of the month 
they realised she was having prob-
lems with her eyes, when she started 
“bouncing into stuff”.

“By placing our fingers in front of 
her eyes, we realised she was having 
double vision. After taking her to the 
clinic at the San Fernando General 
Hospital, by November 2018 her 
vision was completely gone.

“The doctors at the hospital, 
unable to do anything, referred her 
to a neurologist for children at Mt 
Hope Hospital. And after viewing the 
MRI, and all the other tests that were 
done, he told us Arianna would not 
see again.”

Maharaj said he and his wife 
were disappointed at the way they 
were treated by the doctor. 

“He just blanks us with no ex-
planation or recommendation. We 
were sent to the oncology doctors 
who did not hesitate to say the best 
thing for Arianna was chemother-
apy. It was heart-breaking for young 
parents with only one child. Chemo-
therapy, we were told, is a treatment 
for unwanted cells.”

Maharaj said it was a painful pro-
cedure, and by the third week an in-
fection was detected in their daugh-
ter’s blood which had to be treated 
immediately.

Arianna, who was given drips, 
had to be forced to eat. After a while 
she started getting bumps about 
her body from the chemotherapy. 
Because of the dangers from the 
chemo, they took her to Ishtara 
Center where treatment using natu-
ral herbs is performed. This has re-
sulted in Arianna being able to de-
termine night from day, or if a light 
is on or off. 

Maharaj said he was told there is 
a growth, which is bilateral, around 
her optic nerve, and surgery was not 
an option because it could damage 
the nerve which would cause perma-
nent loss of vision.

“The blood flow which gives the 
eyes vision has stopped,” he said. 
“Before, the red veins were not vis-
ible, but since the herbal treatment 
the veins are now visible. We hope 
something could happen for this 
child to be able to see again.”

Shivanna and Dave said parents 
should never stop giving children 
love and attention, and for those 
who might be going through what 
they are going through, they should 
stay positive.

When Arianna was asked what 
she wanted for Christmas, her an-
swer was: “Covid to stop, and fam-
ilies should come together.”

Story and Photos by Kavita Ramcharitar

ARIANNA 
HOPES TO 
SEE AGAIN

Dave Maharaj, centre, his wife, Shivana, left, and daughter, Arianna. 

Seven-year-old Arianna Kashavi 
Maharaj plays her keyboard at her 
home in Siparia.  
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AS WE welcome readers to our first issue 
for 2022, we note that various countries in 
the world are of the view that in this new 
year we may be moving towards a new 
chapter of the Covid-19 pandemic, but 
are preaching caution as there is still too 
much uncertainty about how the virus will 
evolve.

We take this opportunity, then, to re-
mind our readers to continue exercising 
caution, as we still do not know how much 
immunity our society has built up and the 
imminent risk if people stop being careful.

InFocus wishes to again give special 
thanks to those who advertised with us last 
year, and hope that your support would 
continue during this new year.

We are a National Community News-
paper, designed to allow communities 
to shed light on issues that are normally 
overlooked by the mainstream media. 

This volunteer driven publication focus-
es on community-based journalism, pro-
viding coverage focused on individuals, 
neighbourhoods, suburbs and community 
life in Trinidad & Tobago.

We again invite non-profit organisa-
tions, community groups, schools, com-
munity sports teams and individuals to 
share their stories and photos with us. We 
are here to put you in focus.

InFocus is available free of charge 
at select locations around the country. 
It is also available for download via our 

website, with a digital version of Issue 12 
coming very soon at http://www.info-
custt.com.

Be sure to follow us on social media for 
updates on new issues.

FACEBOOK:
https://www.facebook.com/InFocusTT/
Would you like to contribute a story, arti-
cle or photo? Or maybe support our pub-
lication by advertising with us? We would 
love to hear from you.
Drop us a line at infocusmediatt@gmail.
com or contact call or whatsapp: 
367-3430 or 780-9978.
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K
ATHLEEN GEORGE TITUS 
got the name ‘Queen of 
Sweets’ through a dream.

“I was looking for a name 
for my business,” she recalled. “I had 
a dream one night when I saw a hand 
take my hand and place it on a pole, 
and when I looked above, I saw the 
name ‘Queen of Sweets.’ My mother, 
Pearl, started doing sweets at Store 
Bay Tobago, and I had no profes-
sion, so I started the sweets business 
and joined her selling sweets when I 
was 22 years of age.”

Over the years, she carried on the 
trade, with her daughter’s assistance. 

“We do anything you could think 
about in the line of sweets, including 
sugar cake, nut cake, benne ball, tu-
lum, and mango.”

She said they had been looking 
for an adequate place from which to 
operate because the accomodation 
at Store Bay was not too good. How-
ever, they continued to sell there, at 
the airport, and at her home on Lo-
cal Road, Tobago.

“It was not easy to get mango, be-
cause it comes in once per year,” she 
stated. “During the months of May 
and June, we have to hunt all over to 
get it, then cut it up and leave almost 
50 bags of mango in a cold storage 
provided by the government at Shaw 
Park. I take full advantage of that. 
Getting mango was very difficult.”

The 65-year-old entrepreneur 
said the people who supported, her 
by purchasing her products, were the 
people from Trinidad.

“When they come our biggest 
seller is red mango. Everybody love 

the red mango. I go all out to get it 
for them because God give me a gift. 
We don’t get coconut in Tobago, so 
every week we import coconut from 
Trinidad, and when it arrives, we 
would sit and grate it and then store 
it to use making sugar cake, tulum, 
and brown sugar cake (we call it chip 
chip). Pretty often we have problems 
getting coloring because everything 
comes from Trinidad, but a young 
lady would bring it in for us. Thanks 
to Cross Cutters for supplying us by 
selling us at wholesale price.”

Kathleen said the peak season 

was between July and August when 
they made a little extra money from 
selling the sweets.

“The most famous is benne ball,” 
she added. “But long time we used 
to grow it. Now we import sesame 
seed from China. Before we used 
to get benne seed from Trinidad. 
The best selling is red mango and 
benne, and every day we will make 
a hundred packs. The benne sticks 
are much harder to make than the 
benne ball or the benne cake.

“The art or secret in making 
benne ball is to know how to parch 

the seed so it can get crispy. It should 
not be hard. I was highly commend-
ed for the way I make it. It is a lot 
of hard work. Parching is not easy. It 
must be gold and brown, using sugar 
and spices so it can be tasty. Bay leaf 
and spice are other ingredients used 
to make the sweets; again one has to 
know what they doing. 

“If I have to do mass production 
for export, I have to find a place and 
employ people, but right now is just 
me and my daughter.”

Kathleen said she had always 
maintained her products so that 
when people consumed them they 
were always fresh. She never keeps it 
for more than two days. 

Mass production is done during 
the peak season. Kathleen said she 
had learned the secrets from the 
older generation, and put them into 
practice so that her sweets could 
taste great.

“I consider that God give me 
the name Queen of Sweets because 
people would tell me that our sweets 
are one of the best in the Island of 
Tobago. I have passed on the secrets 
to my children, and I am willing to 
show anyone who wants to learn. I 
hope some day I may be able to ex-
port on a small scale.”

Maxi taxi operator Ray Arnold, 
who knew Katheen for a significant 
number years, said she had been a 
very polite, friendly and ambitious 
person. In the later part of her life, 
she went into dirt-oven baking of 
bread, cakes and delicacies. “Kath-
leen will be sadly missed by Trin-
bagonians and would always be for-

ever in our heart,” he said.
 Aviation Security Supervisor Ir-

ving Marcelle said he had known 
Kathleen for over 40 years, as a 
pleasant, hard-working woman. 

“For the past year-and-a-half she 
had introduced homemade-style 
bread, and every Saturday morning 
she would call and I would pass and 
collect my bread,” he recalled. “The 
bread reminded me of a bread my 
granny used to bake. Many days she 
would call and I would forget to col-
lect, and by evening Kathleen would 
come to deliver my bread. She was 
a personal friend, good to us, and 
very polite.”

Kathleen passed away one day 
after losing her mother in October, 
2021.

INFOCUS PAYS TRIBUTE TO 
TOBAGO’S ‘QUEEN OF SWEETS’

Story by Krishna Maharaj

The following is an interiew she had with this 
newspaper shortly before her passing late last year.

Kathleen proudly poses by the dirt oven she uses to bake bread and cakes. 
—Photo by Kavita Ramcharitar

Irving Marcelle, aviation 
security supervisor.

Ray Arnold, 
maxi-taxi operator.
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neurship has been increasing over the 
years. Utilize whatever skills you possess 
or learnt over the years. Surround your-
self with good people. Many times our 
elders remind us that ‘friends can carry 
you but never bring you back.’ Associate 
with people who can influence you for 
the better, or who bring out the best in 
you.

“Invest in yourself, not only in formal 
training at university, but professional 
development. Always continue, even 
when you complete your formal training 
at school, to volunteer your time be-
cause you learn about society through 
different people. It teaches you com-
passion, understanding, patience and, 
most importantly, working with various 
personalities. You can positively impact 
someone’s life through volunteering. 
You can be an inspiration to someone.

As a huge Disney fan, I would like 
to end with a quote from of my favorite 
movies, Disney’s live action film Cinder-
ella. ‘Have courage and be kind’ is a se-
cret Ella’s mother shared with her in the 
movie.  The world needs more kindness 
and love. Therefore, leave a little wher-
ever you go.”

6 INFOCUS VOL 12  •  ISSUE 12 INSPIRATION

A
MELIA KAMRAJ,  who 
was admitted to the 
Bar on November 26th 
2021, said she chose law 

to become a role model for the 
younger generation, and to em-
phasise that every student can suc-
ceed no matter which school they 
attended.

“Having attended a government 
school, I was often ridiculed for 
‘passing’ for a government school 
from my Secondary Examina-
tion Assessment (SEA), but with a 
strong support system, anything is 
possible,” she said. “That is why I 
chose Law, to understand how 
society functions, and contribute 
to building a better Trinidad and 
Tobago.

“In 2016 my father was one of 
the many workers affected by the 
closure of Arcelor Mittal. This de-
velopment caused severe financial 
strain in the household, and with-
out a steady source of income I de-
cided to venture into private tutor-
ing which assisted with some of the 
household expenses and university 
tuition fees. 

“Being an educator is an ex-
tremely noble profession. It is said 
that Medicine, Law, and Engineer-
ing are the noble professions, but 
without teachers no other profes-
sion will exist, because it also im-
pacts students’ lives daily. Some 
simply need someone who believes 
in them, which reiterates my point 
of the nobility that comes with be-
ing an educator. 

“Disaster stuck in 2018 when 
my family and I almost lost a place 
called home, as the bank took a 
decision to initiate early settlement 
of our mortgage.” 

Amelia said during that year 
(2018) she decided to apply to 

the On the Job Training (O.J.T) pro-
gram for a job since after settling 
their mortgage there was very little 
finances left for her to continue 
Law school. 

“I got a job as a research assis-
tant through the O.J.T  Programme 
in 2019, which assisted me fi-
nancially during my studies at De 
Montfort University.”

Amelia’s academic journey be-
gan at the Waterloo Secondary 
School from 2008 to 2015. She 
was tutored at the University of 
London between 2015 and 2018 
through its recognized Institute 
of Law Academic Studies (ILAS), 
where she pursued a Bachelor of 

Laws Degree. Afterwards her jour-
ney continued at the De Montfort 
University from 2019  to 2020, 
and earned a Postgraduate Diplo-
ma in Legal Practice. Currently, 
she is attending the University of 
London doing a Master of Laws in 
Commercial and Corporate Law.

The young attorney has been an 
associate member of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators, and is pres-
ently vice president of the Waterloo 
Secondary School Alumni Associa-
tion, and a member of Youth Inspi-
ration Trinidad and Tobago (YITT).

 Amelia’s message to the young 
generation is: “Learn to create op-
portunities for yourself – entrepre-

Amelia chooses law to be a role 
model for the young generation

Story and Photos by Kavita Ramcharitar

Amelia Kamraj (second from right) with members of her family from left, Alvin Kamraj, father, Shamela, mother, 
and Aidan her brother outside the Hall of Justice in Port of Spain. 

Amelia Kamraj at Vision2 
Photo and Video Production 
studio in Chaguanas. 

“Invest in yourself, not only in formal 
training at university, but professional 
development. Always continue, even 
when you complete your formal 
training at school, to volunteer your 
time because you learn about society 
through different people.”
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J
EWEL JOHNSON, who is cur-
rently studying at The Institute 
for American Musical Theatre 
in New York, hopes to enter 

the professional world of Broadway, 
Film and Television.

 “I always loved to dance, but I 
was unaware I could pursue a career 
as a professional in this field,” she 
said. “Hence, I always desired to be 
a veterinarian, because of my pas-
sionate love for animals.

“From a young age my dad 
Ralph, and mom Charlene, exposed 
me to a variety of different activi-
ties, including sports, competitive 
gymnastics, swimming, violin les-
sons, ballroom and Latin dancing. I 
did some ballet until I injured my 
ankle during a gymnastics training 
session and ultimately, surgery was 
required. 

“When I was in my final year of 
secondary school at St George’s 
College, my roommate and friend 
Kelsey Cheaney told me about 
the Institute for American Musical 
Theatre  which she attended. I fell 
in love with what I saw when I re-
searched it, and knew I absolutely I 
had to attend this school”.

Jewel said, a month later, she was 
accepted into IAMT with a full tui-
tion scholarship.

“I am entering my last semester at 
IAMT, and I could not be happier. I 
have improved so much because of 
the wonderful faculty available at 
the Institute, which truly wants to 
see each student succeed and be-
come the best version of themselves 
that they can be.

“It all started in September of 

2017. A friend encouraged me to 
start taking ballet classes at The 
Caribbean School of Dancing. It 
was there that I gained the basic 
technique and knowledge required 
to pursue dance as a career. A few 
years later I was asked to be a part 
of the Methamorphosis Dance Com-
pany. This organization later award-
ed me with the Kathleen Armstrong 
Kigour Award which is given to a 
member of the dance company for 
their commitment and dedication to 
dance practice. With the knowledge 
gained from Studio 7, Caribbean 
School of Dancing and Metham-
orphosis, I succeeded in auditions 
to attend two Joffrey Ballet School 
Summer intensives, with the second 
being on a full scholarship

I took Latin and Ballroom danc-
ing classes from a young age at the 
Studio 7 Ballroom and Latin Dance 
School. Fun fact: it was originally an 

adult dance group, but my moth-
er begged and begged Carol Mat-
thew-Webb to take me in, as no one 
else would. Now it’s mainly children 
at Studio 7. This was my main intro-
duction to the world of dance. 

The 18-year-old received Ball-
room and Latin Dance awards from 
the age of seven in 2010 (attached 
to Studio 7, trained by Carol Mat-
thew-Webb) where she competed 
in Regional and Local Dance com-
petitions such as The Caribbean Re-
gional and Dance Classics, Tobago 
Dancesport Competition, and The 
Professional and Amateur Associa-
tion of Trinidad and Tobago yearly 
ballroom and Latin Dance Competi-
tions. 

“I however had to stop dancing 
for approximately four years after I 
sustained a gymnastic injury requir-
ing surgery. I attended extra classes at 
La Danse Caraibe, with Heather Hen-

derson Gordon, in or-
der to be prepared for 
the audition. Gordon 
also choreographed 
my audition piece, 
and we practiced and 
practiced until I was 
ready to submit the 
audition video. 

“I then encouraged 
my brother Jadon into 
dancing at a very tender 
age. He has been involved 
in football, cooking, and 
photography. He is a past 
student of the Trinidad and 
Tobago School of Photogra-
phy. We both took part in sev-
eral competitions and won. Jay-
don loves to compete.

“I am so grateful for each 
and every person who helped 
along my journey no matter 
how big or how small. And 
most of all, I thank God. 

“I can never thank An-
drew Drost and Michael 
Minarik enough for seeing 
my potential, and being 
willing to take a chance 
with me. I am also for-
ever grateful for the 
generosity shown by 
my Uncle Stan and 
Aunt Judy, who of-
fered to pay my rent 
for my two years of 
study.”

 All those who 
may have an in-
terest in the art of 
dancing should go 
forward. 

Jewel aims for 
Broadway world

Story and Photos by Kavita Ramcharitar

Jewel Johnson, from right, dad, Ralph, mom Charmaine and 14-year-old Jadon. 

“I always loved to 
dance, but I was 
unaware I could 

pursue a career as a 
professional in 

this field...””
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presentation, which was held at the 
Trinidad Hilton, I had to give an ad-
dress, and was congratulated by Basdeo 
Panday who was Prime Minister at the 
time,” he added. “I said in my address 
that I was allowed to do what I did 
because the people of Grande Riviere 
supported me, and helped me, and it 
was possible to run a good business, 
pay your people a good wage, and be 
good to the environment.

“For me the well-being and happi-
ness of the people around me is im-
portant. That is my philosophy. I was 
moved by the conversations about not 
disturbing the beach, because when 
you realize you live in a place that has 
the highest concentration in the world 
for leatherback turtle nesting, you don’t 
want to do anything to create damage 
to the habitat.

“Village support is one of the main 
reasons I continue to live here. People 
in the village always come to help. I 
sleep with my door and window open, 
because I feel very safe. 

“I didn’t know if I would want to 
continue this because I am a traveler. 
That is why I became a photographer, 
but I have been living here for 28 years, 
and I believe Trinidad is my new home.”

Piero said the Pandemic has been 
the worst nightmare for him. 

“When the first lockdown started, I 
really thought it would have been the 

end, it was scary. But with the open-
ing up last year things began to pick 
up. The restrictions last year threw a 
damper on my business. People in gen-
eral are grateful that I did this, because 
I changed the economic curse on this 
part of the island by developing this 
type of business,” he stated. “I have a 
kind of connection with the area and 
the people. When I have guests coming, 
I inform them, and they would come 
and do the necessary things for me. I al-
ways care for the villagers. They mean a 
lot to me. Although people always ask 
about security, I tell them the villagers 
protect my place.”

Piero said he is expecting some 
Americans bird watchers, soon, and 
some groups later down the year.

“I don’t know how long I may stay 
here, but what I can say is that people 
lived better 20 years ago, than they do 
today.”
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P
HOTO JOURNALIST Piero 
Guerrini, an Italian immi-
grant who came to Trinidad 
in 1993 to do a photo/story 

on Nobel Prize winner Derek Wal-
cott, is today a successful hotelier.

As a professional photogra-
pher, every year he produced a 
series called “The World of (that 
year’s Nobel Literature Prizewin-
ner),” so he came to Trinidad to 
interview Walcott who had won 
the award that year.

“The year before I had gone to 
South Africa, for two months, to 
do a portrait of Nadine Gordimer 
who had won the prize,” he said. 
“Through Walcott’s work I came to 
discover the Caribbean, because 
we met in Boston where he told 
me about Trinidad, and about the 
places he used to go when he was 
a young artist, especially the north 
coast. 

“When I came to Trinidad I 
stayed at Ylang Ylang Sea Terrace 
Restaurant and Guest House in 
Mount Plaisir, Grande Riviere. The 
place was falling apart, because the 
owner was dealing with personal 
matters. So they wanted to get rid 
of it.”

Piero said he did not come to 
Trinidad for any specific reason, 
except doing his photo project, 
but he felt a connection with the 
guest house, and the people. as 
well. Then he learned that the 
property was for sale, and when 
the owner learned he was a for-
eigner the price was doubled.

“At the time I was doing a book 
on Miami where I was living at the 
time,” he recalled. “So I said I am 
not interested. Then, later, my of-
fer was accepted, and although I 
could not buy the property, I rent-
ed it for three years.

“I went back to Miami and re-
turned in September 1993 and 
fixed two rooms to operate as a 
little guest house, and opened for 
business on December 31, 1993. I 

never knew I would become a full-
time hotelier.”

Piero said during his stay at his 
Grande Riviere guest house, for al-
most four months there was not a 
single visitor to the village. Doubt 
entered his mind, and he started to 
wonder what was his next move.

The villagers then told him 
about the leatherback turtles com-
ing on the beach to lay their eggs, 
but never said how big they were, 
and how many there were. 

“In 1994 I saw my first turtle, 
and I was amazed. I never knew 
that turtles so big existed.”

Piero said from the second year 
the guest house started to be very 
busy. Then the place became well-
known, and attracted more patron-
age, prompting him to organize 
more rooms.

“In 1998, I won the best Entre-
preneur of the Island Award in the 
Tourism category, for this place, 
and that give us a lot of exposure,” 

he said. “It was big advertising for 
us that also gave us creditability, 
and that is when the bank contact-
ed me.

“On the night of the award 

From Photo Journalist to Hotelier 
Story by Krishna Maharaj

Senior Photo Journalist and Assistant Photo Editor Kavita Ramcharitar rings 
the bell at the Ylang Ylang Sea Terrace Restaurant and Guest House. 
—Photo by Krishna Maharaj

Ylang Ylang Sea Terrace Restaurant and Guest House in Mount Plaisir, Grande Riviere. —Photo by Krishna Maharaj

Photo Journalist Piero Guerrini speaks 
with InFocus Community Newspaper 
during an interview at Ylang Ylang Sea 
Terrace Restaurant and Guest House in 
Mount Plaisir, Grande Riviere. 
—Photo by Kavita Ramcharitar

“Village support 
is one of the main 
reasons I continue 
to live here. People 

in the village always 
come to help. I 

sleep with my 
door and window 
open, because I 

feel very safe.” 
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T
RINIDAD and Toba-
go-born Shivanna Birbal is 
a student at Florida Inter-
national University (FIU) 

aiming to become a Psychology 
major with a research focus on 
Neuroscience. 

“It has been a privilege to be-
come part of the FIU community,” 
said Shivanna. “I am a first-gen-
eration college student, who pos-
sesses the ambition, perseverance, 
and dedication to excel beyond 
limits with the intention to en-
capsulate a positive change within 
society and contribute significant-
ly to the FIU community, as well 
as those around, given the back-
ground of my research in Atten-
tion Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
(ADHD).”

Since starting at FIU in 2019, 
Shivanna has consistently made 
the Dean’s List, with a GPA of 
3.93 on a 4.0 scale.

“This may be highlighted on 
my transcripts and academic re-
cord,” she emphasised. “Further, I 
would like to highlight my man-
tra, ‘Education is the most pow-
erful weapon which you can use 
to change the world’ by Nelson 
Mandela. This quote has helped 
me, since the beginning of my 
academic journey, to better un-
derstand my purpose of migrating 
to the United States in 2019. A 
lot of my friends would always 
boast of their great experiences, 

whereas I would be that student 
to mostly be engrossed in school-
work and not even try to spend 
free time because I worked after 
school, to have sufficient funds 
to attend school. This situation 
made many individuals ridicule 
me, discriminate me for my Indi-
an ethnicity, and even not want to 
hang out with me during breaks. 

With my Psychology degree, I 
aspire to be a counselor and sup-
port others for the rest of my life. 
I have a strong interest in Clinical 
Psychology. I don’t wish to be a 
typical psychologist. I want to be 
a psychologist who works with 
patients not only in the United 
States, but globally. Undoubtedly, 
patients should be able to feel at 
ease approaching me without the 
assistance of a third-party.”

Shivanna said she knows she 
needs to keep on top of her studies 
to ensure that she stays on board, 
as well as perform at her best. 

“All these factors together 
shape my ideal vision and, as a 
result, my inspiration to study,” 
she said. “We live in a world that 
is fraught with pain and misery, 
and where not everyone is treated 
equally. My ambition is to use my 
one-of-a-kind range of talents, 
rights, wealth, and experience to 
maximize equity and privilege for 
all. I’m pursuing Cognitive Be-
havioural Psychology, which is a 
mixture of psychology and brain 

science. Additionally, my career 
goals lay within the field of be-
coming a Professor in Psychology 
by achievement of my PhD soon, 
as well as opening my private 
practice as a Clinical Psycholo-
gist to help those around me, and 
give back to my community.”

 With her research focus with-
in Neuroscience, she was granted 
a volunteer internship, approx-
imately 150 laboratory hours, 
with the Guilarte Lab at FIU, 
where she intends to help find a 
cure for cancer, as well as work 
alongside St. Jude’s Hospital for 
Children in the venture. 

“I am confident that I pos-
sess the potential, knowledge, 
and ability to achieve these great 
things from my leadership roles 
as a Peer Mentor; Volunteer Co-
ordinator for 141 Foundations, 
where I do charitable work with 
homeless persons; an award in 
Trinidad and Tobago from the 
Ministry of Youth and Gender Af-
fairs; Ambassador for the Mentor 
Collective Team, with the addition 
of being an inductee of the Na-
tional Society for Leadership and 
Success.”

 Furthermore, she added, the 
incredible change she has seen in 
her life as a leader inspires her to 
dive further into her studies and 
get closer to her dream of becom-
ing a psychologist. 

“When life as a student feels ex-

Shivanna’s dream 
is to become a 
PSYCHOLOGIST

Story by David Cuffy       

Shivanna Birbal, right, poses with her father Baliram and mother Marilyn Birbal.

ceptionally challenging, I remind myself 
of the impact that the work I wish to 
practice has on people’s lives and those 
around them. This has allowed me to 
help people in their transformation to-
wards becoming more unconditionally 
loving, tolerant, and compassionate 
people. I think when people are more 
comfortable with, and accepting of, 
who they are, they are consequently 
kinder and more loving towards those 
around them. Encouraging this kind of 
growth first on an individual level, and 
ultimately on a global level, motivates 
me to not only get through, but thrive 
within my program. People who are di-
agnosed with psychiatric disorders ex-
perience some of the worst prejudice 
and discrimination, thus, this motivat-
ed my Millennium Fellowship project, 
“Project S.H.I.V.” in which the mission 
and vision is geared towards impacting 
society in a manner to help those who 

are discriminated against as a result of 
psychological disorders. SHIV stands 
for: S- Sustainable, H-Humanitarian-
ism, I-Initiative and V-Volunteerism.

Shivanna insisted that she was com-
mitted to working industriously with 
perseverance, both in school and work, 
to allow her the opportunities that 
would help make her goals a reality, 
as she strived and exemplified to be 
an academically exceptional student 
through discipline, determination, and 
diligence.

 “By being awarded this scholarship, 
I will have an opportunity to impact fu-
ture generations from which students 
and others will benefit, as well as al-
lowing me to realize my dream,” she 
added.  “My parents have also exem-
plified the significance of sacrifices in 
life which helped me to never give up 
on my dreams, but instead persevere 
and stay determined.”

Shivanna Birbal

INFOCUS—TRINIDAD & TOBAGO’S COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
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Interview and Photos by Lydia Frederick
‘’This the season to be jolly’’ and ‘’Merry Christmas ‘’ are the warm sentiments felt and expressed during the Christmas season. It is an occasion when people from every race, religion or status in Trinidad and 
Tobago celebrate in their own ‘’special’’ way. Some folks believe that only the business community benefit and Christmas is just for the children. Yet there always seem to be a euphoria, generally happiness 

and goodwill, during this time as it can be classified as the most generous time of the year. Individuals, groups, organisations, businesses open their wallets, purses, and hands to give, especially to those less 
fortunate. COVID-19 is aggressively here for yet another Christmas. Is it going to kill the “merry” traditions, or is there a flicker of light that could be ignited to make this Christmas merry and bright? 

InFocus took to the streets to hear from members of the public and the question was asked:  

Amidst COVID-19 restrictions/ regulations what are you doing to keep some ‘merry’ in your Christmas?

VIOLA L  SMITH-KERR:
Variety store owner

In the midst of everything, most of all I want to thank God for 
life and for my family. Amidst everything still we normally get to-
gether on Christmas day. I think we can do it this year in smaller 
groups. At the end of the day all family that normally get together 
string it out until the end of the year or something. At least we 
will be together, but not all on Christmas day, just in groups,. We 
know this COVID will go, but we just have to continue praising 
and thanking God for life and taking our vaccines. 

BERNICE FIGARO: 
Maintenance worker

I will have a Merry Christmas. I am going to be doing my normal 
thing, bake bread, ham, cake, pastelle make a little sorrel and 
ginger beer. I staying indoors and eat and full my belly and enjoy 
myself, and make myself merry. I won’t be having any visitors and 
I won’t be paranging by anybody. Maybe if my children pass they 
are welcome, but then again we will have to follow the COVID 
protocol, properly sanitize, and wear our masks. I will have a 
Merry Christmas.

SHARRON PIERRE:
Landlord

I have a very close-knit family. We would normally celebrate Christ-
mas and Boxing Day. We had deaths in the family due to COVID, 
and without COVID. My parents are not well [not COVID related]. 
We do not know how long they will be with us, so we will still have 
celebrations with them, but only family, brothers, sisters and grand-
children. I appreciate life, my family, my friends and acquaintances. 
After so long I appreciate that I could exercise in the road, all 
COVID protocols in  place, mask, sanitize, social distance. 

CALEB WILLIAMS:
Dispatch Officer 1

What I will be doing to keep Merry in my Christmas during 
COVID 19 restrictions and regulations! COVID is no respector 
of persons, but I am too busy having fun with home projects, 
especially my passion for music, and I have Jesus. So the Merry 
is always in my Christmas.

 FARZAN ALI: 
Taxi driver

I  am a Muslim. Growing up I find Christmas was  always a nice 
time. When I was small people used to give us things. it brings a 
little warmth in my heart, but my religion says do not celebrate 
because it’s not our  religious belief. I  don’t celebrate it in that 
way.  My wife is a Muslim now, but she was a Christian.  

HARRIETTE JOHN-PHILIP:
Pre-school teacher

In spite of COVID 19 restrictions keeping merry in my Christmas is still 
indeed a must. Looking around at our country, and  by extension the 
world, Christmas will never be the same for many of us. But because of 
the true meaning of Christmas I put into perspective the reason for the 
season. Helping those in need and spending quality time with loved 
ones were the merriness highs of the holidays for me. 

INFOCUS—TRINIDAD & TOBAGO’S COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
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T
HIRTY-YEAR-OLD Patricia Lew-
is of Barrackpore, south Trin-
idad, will soon be joining the 
growing number of young Trin-

idad and Tobago nationals who have 
participated in the Japan Exchange 
and Teaching (JET) Programme.

The programme, facilitated by the 
Japan Embassy in Trinidad and Toba-
go, enables local authorities in Japan 
to employ foreign youth as Assistant 
English Language Teachers (ALT’s) for 
Japanese students from Elementary to 
High School level. 

The Programme, aimed at promot-
ing grassroots international exchange 
between Japan and other nations, be-
gan in 1987 with cooperation from 
governments of participating countries. 
Since then, over 70,000 people from 
75 countries have participated, mak-
ing it one of the largest cultural ex-
change programs in the world.

“When I heard about the JET Pro-
gramme and what it offered I im-
mediately disqualified myself from 
applying,” recalled Lewis. “This was 
because I thought that I had to be a 
teacher, and have a background in 
Japanese language, and a degree re-
lated to International Relations. How-
ever, the more I found out about the 
programme I saw myself as an ideal 

candidate. The programme’s main fo-
cus is cultural exchange and helping 
children learn English. I fit ideally into 
these criteria as I have been trained in 
traditional Indian dance; I have dab-
bled in African dance, and done both 
Jujitsu and Karate for many years.”

Lewis is a graduate of The Univer-
sity of the West Indies where she stud-
ied Biology and Agribusiness. 

“I applied to the JET Programme be-
cause I have a thirst for learning about 
other cultures, and I enjoy making the 
learning process fun and memorable,” 
she said. “Within the JET Programme 
I am able to share my Trinbagoni-
an culture with the Japanese people, 
while drinking in Japanese culture and 
customs at the source. I see the JET 
Programme as such a huge stepping 
stone for me, as I would gain immense 
experience in designing and executing 
lesson plans, and gain a better under-
standing into how children at the Ele-
mentary and Junior High school level 
learn.

“I am ecstatic to go to my host 
town of Uchiko, which is in Ehime pre-
fecture on the island of Shikoku. Ehime 
is such a scenic and nature-based pre-
fecture which is perfect for me, as I am 
an avid hiker and someone who loves 
to go running and exploring. Ehime is 

also famous for its onsens which I in-
tend to take full advantage of using. I 
am also eager to explore the parts of 
town that were preserved and remain 
a pillar of Ehime’s history. 

Lewis said in looking back, if 
her15-year old self had told her old-
er self that she would graduate from 
University, land a great paying job and 
eventually be flying to Japan to work, 
share her culture and learn about Ja-
pan, and all that Japan has to offer, she 
would have had a hard time compre-
hending what her younger self would 
have been saying to her. 

“I know it is such a cliché to say 
that this opportunity is the best thing 
to have ever happened to me, but in 
my case, coming from where I have, 
this is the purest truth I can tell. I am 
simply overjoyed and thrilled as I am 
about to embark on this new journey 
and adventure. I am going into this ex-
perience with an open mind, and the 
intention to absorb as much as I am 
able to. I am eager to learn from the 
Japanese people about their culture, 
and also to share with them about 
Trinidad and Tobago’s foods, Carnival, 
and all of our celebrations. I would like 
to thank the Embassy of Japan and the 
honourable ambassador Hirayama for 
this incredible opportunity.”

From Barrackpore to Japan
By Krishna Maharaj

Patricia Lewis will soon join other T&T nationals who have participated in 
the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Programme .

InFocus is pleased to welcome Nalini Beepat, hair stylist and beautician, to 
our growing team. Beepat, who runs her own beauty Salon and Spa, will be 
sharing with readers an overall approach to hair care during this pandemic.

W
E ARE all facing a 
global pandemic and 
we encounter count-
less risk factors every 

day, one of which is proper health 
care routine.

Healthy hair does not happen 
overnight, and going through a 
pandemic is no reason to neglect 
our hair.

Many people view 
healthy-looking hair as a sign of 
health or beauty, like any other 
part of your body, but hair needs 
a variety of nutrients to be healthy.

As a hair dresser I wish to re-
mind you that many of us start-
ed taking care of our own hair at 
home and developing our own 
heath care habits, and this is why 
we should not be embarrassed 
by trying to do some hair care at 
home. During this pandemic not all 
of us are able to make a trip to the 
salons, but we can still have beauti-
ful hair at home and not get scared 
and leave our crowns untreated 
and ungroomed.

We can live with the conven-
ience of how to use over-the-
counter products for a fraction of 
the cost. Ladies should be careful 
in using a bottle or box colour 
not knowing how it would turn 
out, because it can be pretty nerve 
wrecking. Instead of rushing to a 
one-step application that can be 
really be messy, you should follow 
the steps.

When purchasing a box colour, 
and want one or two shades within 
your natural hair colour, pay atten-
tion to the description on the box 
of colours.

There are warm and cool tones. 
Choose the tone that goes with 
your skin. Example—a golden shade 
goes well with a warm skin tone.  
An ash base colour also comple-
ments skin that are cool tone and 
undertone.

Don’t always pick up a black 
box dye to cover greys or correct 
messy hair status. In doing so one 
can choose a very dark brown that 
looks similar to black.

If you don’t colour your hair, 
you can choose to keep it healthy 
by using home-made remedies, 
such as aloe, to enhance its growth 
and shine.

 Rubbing aloe into your scalp 
and hair and letting it penetrate 
your hair follicles could condition 
and improve damaged dry hair, by 
letting it sit for an hour and rinse 
off  after. Eating the right food, and 
exercising, gives the hair an oxygen 
boost, and promotes a healthy 
scalp and increased blood flow, 
because a poor diet can lead to 
hair fall.

For those who want both beau-
tiful hair colour and healthy hair, 
they should not spend time and 
money and end up with a chemical 
reaction especially if suffering with 
allergy problems.

Choose natural herbal based 
products so it can be less harsh on 
you and your hair.

Nalini’s Salon & Spa can be 
found on her Facebook page “Hair 
by Nalini.”

Hair care in 
a pandemic              By Nalini Beepat

Nalini Beepat applies a hair colour for Evon Thomas. —Photo by Kavita Ramcharitar
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2013 National Calypso Monarch leads the Sangre Grande Development Foundation

T
HE Sangre Grande Devel-
opment Foundation (SGDF) 
is a non-profit organisation 
founded on July 24, 2010. 

It was established on the basis of 
an expressed will of its founding 
members to “rigidly pursue the em-
powerment of all grassroots peoples 
through the medium of education 
and training”. 

The foundation also pledges it-
self to bring relief and tangible as-
sistance to those most vulnerable to 
shifts in the socio-economic order 
of their respective territories.

With headquarters located at 14 
Park Avenue, Sangre Grande, and a 
pledge “to enhance the quality of 
life for many through the efforts of 
a few,” the SGDF is a primary sub-
sidiary of the Cunapo Development 
Foundation, a premier non-govern-
mental grassroots organisation ded-
icated to the progress, development 
and advancement of human social 
capital at all levels locally, regionally 
and internationally.

The organisation has partnered 
with the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) and Uni-
versity of the West Indies (UWI) in an 
exercise geared to redefining pover-
ty within the current realities of the 
modern world.

In addition, the SGDF is working 
assiduously and closely with its sis-
ter organisation OPEN Interactive 
Inc. of St Kitts/Nevis in pursuing a 
developmental role within Caricom.

Founder and president of SGDF 
is Eric Taylor, more popularly known 
in the entertainment industry as the 
2013 National Calypso Monarch, 
calypsonian Pink Panther.

Taylor is a graduate of  the Arthur 

Lok Jack School of Business and the 
UWI, where he successfully complet-
ed studies in the fields of Leadership 
Management and Social Work, re-
spectively. He received his second-
ary education at the North Eastern 
College in Sangre Grande.

His mentor in calypso had been 
the late Aldwyn Roberts (Lord Kitch-
ener).

He has served as a Commissioner 
on the Board of the National Carni-
val Commission (NCC); Director on 

the Boards of the Telecommunica-
tions Authority of Trinidad and To-
bago (TATT) and Tourism Develop-
ment Company (TDC); President of 
Trinbagonian Unified Calypsonians 
Organization (TUCO); Vice-Presi-
dent of the North Eastern Village 
Council; and currently a director of 
the Youth Training and Employment 
Partnership Programme (YTEPP) Ltd.

“After three-plus decades, and in 
the midst of balancing my careers 
of calypsonian and community de-

velopment practioneer, I ventured 
into electoral politics in 2010 as 
the PNM Candidate for Toco/Sangre 
Grande,” he explained. 

“My campaign machinery 
traversed the constituency from end 
to end, and although it was a los-
ing effort at the polls, a camaraderie 
evolved that even weathered an en-
suing defeat at the local elections 
on July 24th in that same year.

“On that losing night at our 
campaign head office on Foster 
Road in Sangre Grande we decid-
ed, unanimously, to stay together 
and continue, as best as we could, 
to enhance the quality of lives of 
the persons we had just canvassed. 

“That is how and when the San-

gre Grande Development Founda-
tion was born. We are now into our 
12th year of remaining faithful to 
our vision and mission. We are reg-
istered with the Ministry of Com-
munity Development, and are also 
duly incorporated as a non-profit 
company with the Ministry of Legal 
Affairs. We are served by a Board of 
Directors assisted by a Corporate 
Secretary, Chief Executive Officer 
and an Administrative Executive. 
The Foundation has signed mem-
oranda of understandings with 
other local, regional, and interna-
tional organizations to integrate 
our efforts towards projects aimed 
at realising the common good of 
mankind.”

Empowering all grassroots people
By David Cuffy

Eric Taylor makes a presentation to a pupil.

Eric Taylor (seated, left), and members of the executive.
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The versatility of Justice Malcolm Holdip

S
ITTING Court of Appeal 
Judge Malcolm Holdip, who 
was ordained a deacon in 
the Roman Catholic Church 

in January 2022, is competent in 
many other areas, and able to turn 
with ease from one activity to an-
other.

Holdip is a Fatima College 
graduate, having attended the in-
sitution from September 1966 to 
June 1973. During his tenure at 
Fatima, he held the premier po-
sition of Head Boy at the school. 
He has served as a Judge in the 
Family Court on more than one 
occasion. 

He has also held many promi-
nent legal positions in the Carib-
bean region where he served as 
Director of Public Prosecutions 
in the Federation of St. Kitts and 
Nevis from 1991 to 1994, and 
was appointed Director of Public 
Prosecutions in Grenada 1997-
1999. 

Holdip held the position of 
General Counsel of the National 
Bank Group of Companies in the 
Federation of St Kitts and Nevis. 

He was a member of the legal 
team of John Benjamin and Com-
pany in Anguilla, and also held 
the prestigious position of Presi-
dent of the Bar Association. 

His elevation to a church 
deacon merely underscores his 
versatility, as he is easily able to 
change his ideas and behaviours 
in order to deal with the different 
situations he encounters in his life 
pursuits.

 Holdip was once chairman of 
the Adjudication Committee of 
the Trinbago Unified Calypsoni-
ans Organisation (TUCO), and, 
over the years, served on numer-

ous judging panels in various na-
tional calypso competitions.

In 2019, his role in the calyp-
so artform was expanded when 
the Back To Basics Calypso Tent, 
housed in Tunapuna, succeeded 
in raising the bar usually associated 
with calypso shows when, as a sit-
ting High Court Judge, he was cho-
sen to serve as Master of Ceremo-
nies (MC), a move seen by calypso 
aficionados as significant in raising 
the standard in calypso shows. By 
the way, he did a fantastic job in his 
first attempt at emceeing.

His late wife, Dianne Marshall 
Holdip, former assistant registrar 
at the Hugh Wooding Law School 
who passed away in 2017, was 
also a cultural advocate of the ca-
lypso, steelband and mas fraternity. 
The couple were regular attendees 
at almost every calypso concert 

staged in Trinidad and Tobago.
A judge is expected to conduct 

himself with a high level of reticence 
and integrity at all given times. Be a 
person of rectitude, levelness, and 
impartiality, with a measure of in-
dependent thought. Has this been 
a challenge to Holdip’s social life? 

He said he has never allowed 
it to be a deterrent to his personal 
social life, as his own moral com-
pass, with or without a judgeship, 
precludes him from indulging in 
certain types of behaviour. 

He was quoted as saying he 
was elated to become a deacon, 
having had to study for four-and- 
a-half years, prior to the appoint-
ment. “I feel like I can finally 
see light at the end of a tunnel. 
I wouldn’t call it a challenge, it 
is an awareness of my spiritual 
journey.” 

From Judge to Deacon
By David Cuffy

Sitting Appeal Court Judge Justice Malcolm Holdip is been decorated into 
becoming a Deacon during the ordination ceremony in January 2022.

G
ABRIEL who has been a past student of 
the Trinidad and Tobago School of Pho-
tography, will be showcasing his fashions 
photos for the fashion minded readers

Fashion has an artistic value that over the centu-
ries, clothing design and people’s demand is to wear 
what they want.

The pricing and marketing of clothes can be 
inclusive or exclusive, and conveys class, race, age, 
body size and sexuality. 

The production of clothing in a globalised econ-
omy has seen the Western consumer enjoying inex-
pensive, fast fashion and multi-faceted in the mod-
ern industrialised world with fashion’s distributed in 
popular culture, on dance floors, in people’s bed-
rooms, and on the streets where every possible iter-
ation of dress is manifested, celebrated and enjoyed.

In our first issue clothing are modelled by 
mother Veshma Soobran Rampersad, and daugh-
ter Vinaya Soobran Rampersad, and showcasing a 
brown designers dress for that special occasion is 
Naomi Ramkalawan.

Photos by Gabriel Maxwell

Fashion On The Radar By Gabriel

LOOK OUT FOR STREET FASHION IN OUR NEXT ISSUE
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VIRGIN ATLANTIC RETURNS TO TOBAGO 
InFocus National Community Newspaper Photo Editor and 
General Manager Krishna Maharaj captured an exclusive photo 
when flight attendants and pilots of Virgin Atlantic pose with 
the Trinidad and Tobago National flag on their arrival at the ANR 
Robinson International Airport, Tobago after almost two years due to 
the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

The UK carrier restarted flights to Tobago as part of a wider 
resumption of services to the Caribbean. The airline’s first flight 
to the island arrived on Saturday 29th January, 2022 at 4.40 p.m. 
kicking off a twice-weekly service from London Heathrow to the ANR 
Robinson International Airport in Crown Point, Tobago.

On arrival, passengers and crew members were treated to a 
cultural showcase, comprising African dancers and drummers. 
Staff from the THA’s Division of Tourism, Culture, Antiquities and 
Transportation also handed out bags and other trinkets to the 
visitors to commemorate the airline’s return.
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Looking back many years ago on the job is Tony 
Howell, left, Azlan Mohammed, and Krishna Maharaj. 

Krishna Maharaj
Former Chief Photographer & 

General Manager InFocus Newspaper

News of the passing of my media colleague and 
friend was shocking. During the time spent working 
with the daily newspapers and alongside Tony Howell, 
I never saw him not smiling. 

No matter how bad a situation may have been, 
Tony was always smiling.

Tony, other than being a friend, was the vice 
president of the Association of Media Photographers 
of Trinidad and Tobago (AMPOTT). Together  with 
founding members Anil Rampersad, Azlan Moham-
med, Shirley Bahadur, the late Andre Alexander, Trevor 
Hackett, Vashti Singh, Max Ottley, and Mark Lyndersay 
they kept AMPOTT alive on social media.

Despite everyone working with different media 
houses, when time came for meetings, Tony was 
always at the ready. It was through him that I got 
to know South Trinidad. Over 30 years ago, the first 
assignment I had to cover was Palo Seco games in the 
night. I called Tony who did not hesitate to ride with 
me because I did not know how to reach Palo Seco. 

I am deeply saddened by his passing. May he Rest 
in Peace.

David Cuffy 
Former Journalist

Editor and current InFocus Editor

While Tony Howell and I were simply colleagues, he was 
always incredibly kind to me, and I always enjoyed working 
with him.

During my 25-plus years as a reporter covering the enter-
tainment beat at the Trinidad Guardian, on many occasions I 
had the privilege of his company and photographic expertise 
at various pan yards, calypso tents, concerts, and several 
other cultural events.

That he was Guyana-born was always exposed in some 
of the ways he expressed himself on occasions, from which 
we always enjoyed a hearty laugh. His gentlemanly behaviour 
while on assignment was an asset that complemented his 
photographic skill in capturing the “right moment at the right 
time,” especially over the many years we covered Calypso 
Fiesta in Skinner Park, San Fernando.

Tony also lent his invaluable southern knowledge, and 
passion, to the publication of Southscape, a south-based 
community newspaper, of which I had the honour to be editor 
for the duration of its eight-year existence.

It is ironic that he shared the name Tony Howell with 
another professional photographer who was based in Truro in 
Cornwall, England.

INFOCUS PAYS TRIBUTE TO VETERAN 
MEDIA PHOTOGRAPHER TONY HOWELL

Jacqui Koon How
Mas Designer/Fashion Trainer

I had known Tony a number of years 
working with the media here in South Trini-
dad. He had always been one of my favour-
ites. Every time he met me at Carnival he had 
to take my picture. He always gave support 
to all the children carnival bands, and steel 
bands. Tony was one of the sweetest people 
I knew in the media. Polite, soft-spoken, and 
always gave a little hint when taking pictures 
of models on how they should pose. Tony 
and I were so close that when I had to go to 
Guyana I would laize with his family there, and 
they would send whatever for him. I will miss 
Tony so much.

Azlan Mohammed
Former Acting Chief Photographer

Tony will always be remembered for his 
affable laughter and chuckle. I worked with 
him at Newsday’s South Bureau, Trinidad 
Guardian, and Trinidad Express from back in 
1997. We all covered the Southland, working 
closely covering all events, inclusive of 
Crime, Court, Sport, and Culture. I last 
saw Tony in 2021 at our former Newsday 
colleague Richardson Dhalai’s funeral at 
Mosquito Creek in La Romaine. He was in 
the company of his long-standing friend 
and colleague Yvonne Webb, and veteran 
photographer Anil Rampersad. He appeared 
to be in good spirits, despite having some 
mobility issues. Condolences to his family 
and friends. May our comrade Rest in Eter-
nal  Peace.

Anil Rampersad
Former News Media Photographer

Tony Howell, also called Howie, was a 
humble, well- mannered, and jovial guy. He 
was always good company for any assign-
ment, media lime, carnival, social event, 
sport, politics, cultural, courts, Point Fortin 
Borough Day, crime scenes, etc. You name 
it, Tony was always there ready for action. I 
would always remember him as part of the 
south photographers that included  Aldwyn 
de Coteau, Trevor Hackett, Max Ottley, Brian 
Ayres, Krishna Maharaj, Dave Persad, Azlan 
Mohammed, Ansel Jebodh, Suresh Cholai, 
and myself. We worked at different media 
houses in south, and lived like family. Tony 
was always the livewire in the group.  

Raymond Aaron 
Former Point Fortin 
Chamber President

So sad to learn of the passing of my 
friend, Tony. I shall always remember his un-
stinting dedication to duty, and his relentless 
willingness to be wherever he was required, 
many times at great personal discomfort. 

He was always willing to support those 
of us who, like him, practiced the craft of 
photography, giving selflessly of his time and 
knowledge. It was Tony who travelled from 
San Fernando along with Krishna Maharaj to 
view and cover my first exhibition some years 
ago. I shall forever cherish the memory of his 
friendship.
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ON Sunday February 20, tradition-
al mas’ characters took centre stage 
at Carnival City in the Queen’s Park 
Savannah, Port-of-Spain, when the 
Trinidad and Tobago Carnival Bands 
Association (TTCBA) in collabora-
tion with the National Carnival Com-
mission (NCC) hosted the event as 
part of  “A Taste of Carnival 2022.”

Consistent with the Ministry of 
Health guidelines and physical dis-

tancing mandates, all Taste of Carni-
val 2022 events operated at a maxi-
mum of 50% audience capacity.

Among the characters participat-
ing were:
1. Black Indian
2. Fancy Indian
3. Gorilla
4. BookMan
5. Fancy Sailor 
6. Moko Jumbie

Black Indian Fancy Sailor

Traditional mas 
takes centre stage

Gorilla
Moko Jumbie. —Photos courtesy 
Kerwin Photography Services Ltd.
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THREE GENERATIONS OF POINT FORTIN

TENNIS ACHIEVERS 
...One family, all currently active

FREE
TAKE A COPY
InfocusTT

READ ONLINE
www.infocustt.com

“We must take 
responsibility to create 
legacies that will take the 
next generation to a level 
we could only imagine.” 

— Jim Rohn

I
T IS not often that we get the 
opportunity to tell an extraor-
dinary story that touches us 
so profoundly that we sit back 

and reflect on how wonderful life 
could be. 

This is the tale of the Moham-
med family of Point Fortin, whose 
tennis accomplishments span 
three generations, and continue 
today to bring pride to the Bor-
ough of Point Fortin. 

Raffeek Mohammed, his 
daughter Shenelle. and her 
daughter Naomi, are all current-
ly playing tennis at the national 
level, with Raffeek being crowned 
Veteran champion, and Shenelle 
Ladies A champion, in the Chet-
wyn Senior Tennis Tournament 
held late last year. Naomi, follow-
ing in the footsteps of her mother 
Shenelle, was recently selected to 
represent her country at the un-
der-fourteen ITF World Juniors in 
El Salvador, carded for the end of 
February this year. 

Shenelle’s younger daughters, 

Karissa and Lilly, are also com-
ing up the ranks, playing tennis 
nationally in the under-12 divi-
sion. Shenelle is no stranger to 
the tennis circuit, having repre-
sented Trinidad and Tobago from 
as young an age as eleven, and 
holding the No 1 ranking in the 
country for a number of years. Her 
brother, David, also a former na-
tional player, was the recipient of 
a tennis scholarship to Tuskegee 
University, representing his school 
with distinction, graduating with 

two degrees in Electrical Engineer-
ing and Physics, respectively.

While Shenelle and Naomi 
continue to excel as players, it 
is in the realm of coaching that 
Raffeek has been exceptional, 
contributing some thirty-six years 
to the development of tennis in 
Point Fortin, and nationally. It was 
in 1990 that he was introduced 
to tennis by his mentor Anthony 
Jameson, an encounter that led to 
his several years as a coach in the 
various programmes of the Min-

istry of Sports and Community 
Development, eventually leading 
to him achieving his level 2 ITF 
coaching certification. Raffeek re-
members fondly the Point Fortin’s 
tennis stalwarts at the time: Harry 
Singh, Henry Warner, Deryck Mur-
ray, Anselm ‘Slim’ Lessey, Monty 
Douglas, and Kendal Moore. His 
efforts have produced national 
players, such as Asha and Ka-
ren Richards, Trevine Sellier, Ke-
neel Teesdale and his son David 
Mohammed who, among oth-

ers, earned tennis scholarships 
abroad.

Despite the tremendous chal-
lenge of having inadequate facil-
ities of unlit and unpaved courts, 
and the torture of having to man-
age ‘daylight only’ sessions, Raf-
feek pledges to persevere, seeing 
great potential in the players cur-
rently striving to make their mark.

In all this Shenelle has been 
at her father’s side as coach and 
programme coordinator in the 
Atlantic Primary School Tennis 
programme, and still finding time 
to raise her four children, acquire 
ITF level 1 coaching certification, 
and read successfully for a BSc de-
gree in Management and Econom-
ics, an MSc in Instructional Design 
and Technology, and a Diploma in 
Bible and Theology, all this by the 
age of thirty one. 

She herself has now undertaken 
coaching her children, 4–9-year-
olds, and adult beginners, a task 
she speaks about enthusiastically 
and in which she is ably assisted 
by her husband Sean Nicholson 
who has also completed the level 
1 ITF coaching certification, and 
recently founded the talk show 
Tennis Talk TT. 

When asked to what does she 
attribute the success of her family, 
Shenelle says: “You need parents.” 
An obvious reference not just to 
the dedication of her Dad, but to 
her mother who has been the quiet 
pillar behind this exceptional fami-
ly, but who shuns the limelight. Fi-
nally, she confides, God had been 
paramount in everything, and 
there is an even greater story to 
tell, which would be the subject 
of our next feature.

Story and 
Photo by 
Raymond 
Aaron

Raffeek Mohammed, from left, Naomi Mohammed, Lilly Mohammed, Sean Nicholson, Shenelle 
Mohammed and Karissa Mohammed.
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