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‘My life went from promising, full and happy to now having to fight for my life’

Cancer survivor
finds purpose, hope
Story and Photos by Kavita Ramcharitar

“I

WAS studying law as a career
choice, but after I recovered
from cancer, funding was
stopped and I was told that I
am too much of a high risk. So I was
unable to complete my studies.”
These were the words of Anasha
Karim who was diagnosed with cancer just a few days before her 19th
birthday in May, 2012.
The first sign was a lump that
emerged on the left side of her neck,
just under her skin, causing much
discomfort.
“I thought to myself, I’m working,
and studying, and doing voluntary
work. I must be overworked,” she
revealed. “I bought some over-thecounter anti-inflammatory medication after describing the symptoms
to the pharmacist. However, the
lump did not go away. It just got
bigger. I visited a general practitioner
who did some investigative tests and
then referred me to a specialist. Before I knew it, I was being prepped
for a needle biopsy, followed by a
surgery to remove piece of the node
for further testing.”
Over the next few weeks, the
series of tests that followed was intense. The results came back positive for Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, a cancer of the lymphatic system, which is
part of our immune system.
“My life went from promising, full
and happy to now having to fight for
my life,” she said. “I could not imagine what my parents, younger sibling, and by extension my relatives,
felt. By the middle of June my life
changed completely. I was no longer
able to go to school, no longer able
to work or volunteer. I became a
fragment of what I used to be, both
physically and emotionally. I barely
recognized myself in the mirror. My
skin darkened in a way that seemed
gruesome to me. It was not as if you
got a tan at the beach, but looked to
me as sort of a slow decay. My hair
fell off and I became bald.
“I had to undergo 12 rounds of
chemotherapy followed by almost a
full month of radiation. By my third
cycle of chemotherapy, I was ready
to give up. I was too sick, too weak,
and very unhappy. It also took a
major hit on my family’s finances.
Nights would go by when I would
cry myself to sleep, and at that point
I told myself I’m ready to go, and
would pray and ask God to take me.
I never shared these feelings with my
family as I knew how it would break
them.
“The cost of chemo drugs is more
than $10,000, and I was on four.
Many times they were not available
in the medical institutions, and we

Cancer survivor Anasha Karim speaks with InFocus at her home in Longdenville. Inserted is Anasha with her
husband Nicholas Seecharan.
had to purchase them. I also had to
take Epogen injections in my stomach.
My chemo regime took ten hours
from start to finish. From going every
week, I made some friends along the
way. I remember going to chemotherapy one week and not seeing
my friend who sat in the chair next
to me. I asked the nurses for her
and they said something came up
she couldn’t make it that day. This
was unlike her. We had shared our
contacts, so the following day I decided to call to see what’s up? Her
brother answered the phone. He always fondly called me ‘princess,’ just
as he did her. He said: ‘Princess, she
got an infection and died last week
a couple days before you all had
chemo.’ At that point I became silent
and cried. She was progressing better

than I was. What did that mean for
me? Her brother said to me, ‘don’t
give up, pray hard. She fought till
the end. You do the same.’ I began
watching and listening to inspirational videos. I began praying differently.
Instead of asking God to take me, I
started telling him I’m going through
this, I’m fighting, teach me the lesson.
Show me what I need to learn, allow
me to become what you want me to
be.
“As the chemotherapy continued,
I became more sick, but this time my
mindset was different. I started putting on makeup to go for my chemotherapy, despite being bald and having what was to me, hideous looking
skin. I started smiling more, telling
myself I am going to get over this, I
am going to win, this is just another common cold. “There was a night

that changed my life, the night I made
a deal with God. I said if you see me
through this, my life is yours, I will
continue to share what you did for
me, and I will sing your praises. I will
motivate others to not give up. I became worse before it got better, but
my mind was made up to fight till the
end, no matter the outcome. I had to
live. I knew in my heart through my
story, I could motivate others, counsel them, be there for them.
“In May 2013, after chemotherapy and radiation, I was finally in remission. I remember the feeling as if
it were yesterday. The feeling of being
able to conquer the world. The feeling of being unstoppable. The feeling
of knowing I beat the disease that
claimed the lives of so many, worldwide. My life had just begun. After
being broken down to almost noth-

ing, I had to start rebuilding. I was no
longer that person before chemotherapy. My life was forever changed. People asked me if I wish I could have my
old life back. The answer is no. However, that no, comes with a hefty price
to pay. Nothing great comes without
sacrifice. Nothing worthwhile comes
without struggle and pain. Today, I
live with pain daily. Some days are a
lot better than others. I have to live
on medication for secondary issues
that were brought on by the chemotherapy and radiation. But today I am
alive, I am able to give my testimony.
I am able to help others in a way
that is deep and meaningful. I am
a proud wife, with a wonderful husband. A husband that I can only say
is God-sent, and I am truly blessed
to have. His love knows no bounds
for me. Every challenge I have, he
sees it as an opportunity to help me
and love me in different ways. His
support along the years has been
unshakeable. He really is my number one supporter, and is always
proud to stand by my side. I was
told about not being able to have
children, but today I am a proud
mother of two children that are
healthy and most of all happy. They
give me the greatest joy and complete me with their smiles. My little
family is my world, my purpose for
living and the reason I continue to
push forward. Now that I am a parent, I cannot imagine going through
something like that. It would have
taken immense strength, faith and
prayer for my parents to endure
such a trial. God bless them.”
Anasha wishes to leave this message for all victims of cancer, as well
as their caregivers:
“Your mind can be your greatest asset or your biggest fault. You
choose. Find a reason to live. You
will not regret it. Don’t ever hesitate to ask for help and do not be
ashamed of your diagnosis. There
are people willing to help if you
just let them. Always remember
you are never alone; God is always
there. To the ones having to care for
the cancer patients, you people are
special, angels in my eyes. Find new
ways to love them. Find new ways
to support them. Do what you need
to do to always be able to give your
best. Take care of yourself too, ask
for help. It is exhausting having to
be in your shoes and still having to
function daily. Keep yourself motivated so you can motivate them.
Keep your mind in a state of positivity. Find support groups. Make
time for yourself to recharge. That
is the only way you will be able to
give them your best.”
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WE WILL CONTINUE TO SERVE YOU

WELCOME to our second issue for 2022! As we
approach the year with a sense of caution and
uncertainty, there are many reasons we must
also look forward to with optimism and hope.
The many stories that our newspaper published about the challenges people faced, the
courage they found, the achievement and
successes, it gives us the fortitude and drive
to press on in highlighting these stories to our
readers.
Undoubtedly, over the last two years, the
world faced many obstacles that brought life
as we knew it to an unrecognisible reality.
Today, the world has accepted the fact that
Covid-19 is here to stay and we are going to
have to learn to co-exist with it.
Still recovering from the economic hard-

ship that this dreaded virus brought, on
February 24, Russia invaded Ukraine where
countless lives are lost every day and global
food supplies, energy cost and transportation
continue to rise.
But despite all that’s going in the world and
right here in Trinidad and Tobago, readers can
be assured that the number one community
newspaper, InFocus, will be here to bring you
all the stories that matter and impact your
lives.
This issue, we bring you more of that commitment to lay focus on the people and communities that overcome many challenges and
come out true winners.
InFocus is available free of charge at select locations around the country. It is also

available for download via our website, with a
digital version of Issue 13 coming very soon at
http://www.infocustt.com.
Be sure to follow us on social media for updates on new issues.

FACEBOOK:
https://www.facebook.com/InFocusTT/
Would you like to contribute a story, article
or photo? Or maybe support our publication
by advertising with us? We would love to
hear from you.
Drop us a line at infocusmediatt@gmail.
com or contact call or whatsapp:
367-3430 or 780-9978.

ISSUE 13

CONTRIBUTORS
KRISHNA MAHARAJ
General Manager/Photo Editor
RIYADH BAKSHI
Editor
DAVID CUFFY
Journalist/Editor
DAVY GOPAUL
Chief Photographer
KAVITA RAMCHARITAR
Senior Photo Journalist /
Photo Editor
LYDIA FREDERICK
Photo Journalist
RAYMOND AARON
Columnist
NALINI BEEPAT
Hairstylist & Beautician

Krishna Maharaj

Davy Gopaul

Kavita Ramcharitar

Lydia Frederick

David Cuffy

Nalini Beepat

BARRY ROSE
Layout & Design

INFOCUS—TRINIDAD & TOBAGO’S COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

ACHIEVEMENT

VOL 13 • ISSUE 13

INFOCUS 5

THE KARATE KIDS
By David Cuffy

T

HE brother and sister team of
Chelsea and Christian Winter
are multiple karate champions
who were introduced to the
sport when they were just toddlers.
Chelsea, 16, and Christian, 14, are
members of Team Elite Karate, founded
by their parents Lena and Barry Winter.
Team Elite Karate is a Sangre Grande
community-based programme located
in Guaico.
According to experts, karate and
other forms of martial arts can be really good for teens. Generally, the sport
promotes self-discipline, builds strength,
flexibility, agility and instills values of
honour, hard work, and respect. Many
programmes teach confidence-building
self-defence skills as well.
Chelsea and Christian are pupils of
the Swaha Hindu College on the Cunapo Southern Main Road in Sangre
Grande.
Last year, during the Covid-19
lockdown, the duo remained engaged
in training and found ways to still be
competitive by entering the online Kata
Championships in England.
Competitors from Great Britain,
Spain, Germany, Ireland, Egypt, India
and Italy also competed in the event in
which Chelsea and Christian won gold
medals in both their age groups and divisions.
Also in 2021, the brother and sister were nominated by the Ministry of
Youth Development and National Service for the Trinidad and Tobago National Youth Awards for School Sports,
which Chelsea won.
“Trinidad & Tobago Sport Martial
Arts (Team Elite Karate) has been offering instruction and training in karate
since 2006 in the Sangre Grande area,”
said their father, Barry. “The organisation
has produced champions in life, as well
as in the martial arts. We also offer a
number of programmes for physical fitness as well.”

Some of the events in
which Chelsea has won
several gold medals include:

• Caribbean Karate Championship
• Curacao Open Karate Championship
• Trinidad & Tobago National Karate

Championship
• T&T Open Karate Championship
• TEK Inter-school Championship
• Kumite Classics.
• International Taekwondo Federation
Championship.

• Goshindo International Karate Championship
• Wako Sport Martial Arts Nationals
• Tatami Open (wakott)
• TAK southern Championship
• Grand Slam Central Open
• Pan Caribbean Martial Arts Championship
• Dragon Cup Martial Arts Championship
• Pkatt Grand Nationals
• Nafma Worlds
• Wushu National Championship.
• Girls in Sport Karate Championship
(Ministry of Sports).
• Online Kata Championship.
• International Online Kata Championship
• ETournament World Series Championship
• TEk Online Open Forms Championship
• TEk Online Traditional Kata Championship
• T&T Wako Online Forms Championship

AWARDS:

• National Youth Awards Winner 2021
• First Citizen Sports Foundation Youth Awards
Nominee. (2017, 2018).

CERTIFICATION:

Community Coaching Certificate by Trinidad and
Tobago Olympic Committee.
Community Sport Administrators Course
Certificates from Trinidad and Tobago Olympic
Committee.

Some of the events in which Christian
has been successful, include gold
medals in the following:

• Caribbean Karate Championship
• Curacao Open Karate Championship
• Trinidad & Tobago National Karate
Championship
• T&T Open Karate Championship
• TEk Inter-School Championship
• Kumite Clasics
• International Taekwondo Federation
Championship
• Trinidad and Tobago Ninja Warrior
Championship
• Wako Sport Martial Arts Nationals
• Tatami Open (wakott)
• TAK Southern Championship
• Grand Slam Central Open
• Pan Caribbean Martial Arts Championship

The sport promotes
self-discipline, builds strength,
flexibility, agility and
instills values of honour,
hard work, and respect.

Chelsea and Christian Winter display their collection of medals and trophies at their Guaico home.

• Dragon Cup Martial Arts Championship
• Pkatt Grand Nationals
• Nafma Worlds
• Wushu National Championship
• National Grappling Championship
• Online Kata Championship
• International Online Kata Championship
• ETournament World Series Championship
• TEk Online Open Forms Championship
• TEk Online Traditional Kata

• Tek Clubs Award Winner.

Championship.
• T&T Wako Online Forms Championship

AWARDS:

• National Youth Awards Nominee
• First Citizen Sports Foundation Youth
Awards Nominee

Proud father Barry Winter poses with his children Chelsea, right, and
Christian. —Photos by Kavita Ramcharitar
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Display of sandals, bags and slippers at Mr T’s booth on Piccadilly Street Extension, off Besson Street, Port of
Spain. —Photos Kerwin’s Photography Services Limited

Meet
Mr
T
...the leather specialist
Story by Krishna Maharaj
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KEITH PIERRE, known as Mr T, is a leather
specialist and shoemaker who is keeping
a dying trade alive by using the stitch-bystitch method to repair shoes, make sandals, slippers, and belts.
“I got into this because of my sister
who wanted a bag to attend a christen-

ing,” he recalled. “Although my father was
a master of the craft, he never wanted his
children to get into it, because it was unprofitable.”
His father was Julien Pierre, calypsonian Mighty Unknown, winner of the
first Buy Local Calypso Competition, and

holder of the record for qualifying
for the most semi-finals in the then
Calypso King Competition, until his
death in December 1979.
Pierre said he went to Millers
Store on Frederick Street, Port of
Spain to look for the bag for his
sister, but did not get what he was
looking for. He then saw a poster for
a movie called Woodstock, on which
a person was wearing a bag that attracted his eyes.
“I always liked nice things, and I
wanted a real nice bag for my sister,”
he said. “I went back in the night
with a copybook and lead pencil
and sketched the picture of the bag
on the poster. I then went to Najib
Elias on Charlotte Street, Port of
Spain the next day and purchased
half-yard of leatherette, and studs, to
make the bag.”
Pierre said he finished the bag the
day before the event, and when he
presented it to his sister she grabbed
it with so much excitement that she
left a mark on his hand that he still
has to this day.
“She was over excited,” he said.
“When she went to the christening
everybody liked it. I got so much
orders for ladies handbags, that I
started to supply more people and
even stores.
“That was the beginning of my
career in making leatherette bags
and sandals. By improving and be-

Leatherette master Keith Pierre (Mr T) working on a pair of shoes at his
workshop at his Piccadilly Street Extension, off Besson Street, Port of
Spain. —Photo by Clarence Rambharat
coming better and better, I began
selling on Frederick Street, and then
continued to sell at the location
where the Golden Doors is now
located. There, the formation of the
Drag Brothers began, of which I am
still the treasurer.
“Eventually a piece of land was
given to members of the Drag brothers to sell our products on Chacon
Street, but that was short-lived. We
had a visit from former government
minister the late Ken Valley, and former prime minister Patrick Manning,
and Lorna Francis from NIDECO
who said we had to be relocated.
“Ten thousand dollars was
promised to help us with the upliftment of our trade, but up to this
day we never see it. They send us
up here to hide us from the public. Piccadilly Street Extension, in
the heart of nowhere, off Besson
Street, Port of Spain, where I still
occupy to this day.
“Being a drag brother is like a
curse because everything that happens in the city the brothers were
blamed. We continue to struggle
because getting material and tools
to carry out our trade, which was
promised, never materialised.
“My love for the work continues, and in order to survive I would
drop the price from $200 to $80
to get my shoes and sandals sold.
Staying in the back is a no-no, so

I would go to different areas like
Tunapuna and Arima. Every thing
is red tape, because tools I want
are difficult to get, so I make my
own tools to get the work done.”
From slippers Mr T branched
off to making shoes, but it is tough
to sell, he admitted, because people looking for brand names, and
don’t care how long they may last.
Mr T, the Leather Specialist, is
making cheaper shoes than what is
sold in the stores, but the shoemaker’s trade is dying. Even mas’
boots, he said, are available offthe-shelf.
Mr T can be found at Booth
#7, from early morning, needle
and thread in hand, ready to help
customers with a repair, while they
may be on their way to work.
“It is sad, though, that the
young have no interest in the
trade, because of the tools we are
using,” he added. “The young people cannot handle that, because
the days of nailing and pounding is
no more. It’s all about machinery.”
Mr T is calling on the government to help by bringing in tools
from China. They may have to pay
a small fee, but that is one of the
reasons the trade is dying, he argues.
But today, Mr T is a shoemaker,
stitching and remaking sections of
shoes, and in doing that keeping a
dying trade alive, stitch by stitch.

MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT

INFOCUS—TRINIDAD & TOBAGO’S COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

CLASSIC RADIO

VOL 13 • ISSUE 13

INFOCUS 7

Kavita Ramcharitar.
—Photo by Krishna Maharaj

first on the net to play Indian songs
& music from the 40’s to present
Story by Krishna Maharaj

C

LASSIC RADIO, “The
Voice of Love,” lays claim
to being the first station
to broadcast on-line in
Trinidad that fills the gap for lovers of Bollywood songs, and music
from the 40’s to the present.
Operating 24 hours, seven days
per week, the station was launched
by well-known radio broadcaster
Kamal Rattan. It is promoted as the
first media outlet to offer a positive
change in the broadcast format in
on-line radio stations.
Classic Radio will be playing
Indian Bollywood music, and local Indian classical songs, known
as Bhatia Gana, including Yagnas,
hindu and muslim songs in its effort to promote Indian culture. Yagnas will be live streamed on Face
book.
“The station will also promote
social work, and anything that is
good in society,” said Rattan. “The
music played on Classic Radio is
to sanctify one’s heart, soul, and
home. I started my broadcasting career at Radio 91.1FM, then
moved to Heritage Radio, Radio

Jagriti, and Akash Vani 106.5FM.
“I was the first announcer to
work one shift, from 9 am to 12
pm, at a local radio station for 22
years, playing only selected Bollywood songs and music from the
40s to the 90s, including religious
Hindi and Muslim songs.
“What I have noticed in the
years of my radio stint is that people who would usually call to send
a greeting have been sending text
messages via WhatsApp instead.
I realize how serious technology
has taken over, and the use of cell
phones is there for everyone who
wants to listen to music on radio.
That is when I decided that Internet radio is the thing of the future.”
Rattan launched Classic Radio,
the Voice of Love, when the management of Akash Vani 106.5FM
decided to do away with that type
of programming.
“Classic Radio is not my radio
station but a station for the people. It is a medium for education,
information and entertainment
uniting the people of our twin-island Republic, and will be a top-

class entertainment medium.
“I believe I have been chosen
by God to take this type of music
throughout the world. Local artistes who have been desecrating
good Indian songs, including bhajans and religious selections, will
never be aired on Classic Radio.”
Rattan has taught Science to
forms 4 and 5 students, and was
involved in agriculture, social, and
cultural activities. He is the president of the Collector Car Association of Trinidad and Tobago, as
well as a registered farmer.
“Classis Radio is about uniting the people of Trinidad and
Tobago,” he added. “The people
associated with Classic Radio are
T&T’s community newspaper Infocus, and Vision 2 Photo & Video
Production. We are working in collaboration to bring to our listening
audience religious broadcasts and
live streaming of events. We intend
to become a household name to
be respected for what we represent - purity, honesty, integrity and
love, which is the tag line of the
station.”

Radio broadcaster Kamal Rattan at the controls during his mid-morning programme “Pyar Ka Sagar (Ocean of
Love) on Classic Radio “The Voice of Love”. —Photo by Kavita Ramcharitar

Kavita joins Classic Radio

K

AVITA RAMCHARITAR, former sales representative for
Guardian Media Limited’s Akash Vani 106.5FM for the past
13 years, has joined Classic Radio “The Voice of Love.”
Ramcharitar, who has more than 15 years’ experience
in marketing, has been appointed Brand and Marketing Manager
at the newest radio station—the first to broadcast musical gems
from the 40’s on-line in Trinidad.
Classic Radio’s playlist includes Bollywood songs and music from
the 40’s to the present, Indian classical songs, Hindu and Muslim
songs. In addition, the frequency will be covering live-streamed
Yagnas on its Facebook page through Ramcharitar’s company
Vision2 Photo & Video Production.
Ramcharitar is a photo-journalist and photo editor with this
country’s community newspaper InFocus. She is a qualified photographer and videographer, and assistant lecturer at the Trinidad
and Tobago School of Photography.
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10-year-old makes soap with fruits and vegetables...

Exploring her artistic talents
Story by Krishna Maharaj

A

FTER participating in an agri-processing school project, ten-yearold Eryn Brathwaite discovered her
talent to make soap using all-natural fruits and vegetables.
The Standard Four pupil is enrolled at the
Pinehaven SDA Primary School in Oropuna, La Resource Road, La Florissant South,
D’Abadie.
“We did a project on agri-processing and
I discovered that there were soaps made
with fruits and vegetables,” she said. “It was
a choice of learning ‘cold process’ or ‘melt
and pour’ soaps. In my school research,
there were both positives and negatives in
the methods. I discovered, however, the melt
and pour method was safer for me. On my
tenth birthday in December 2021, I got a
melt and pour soap-making kit from my parents, and I was able to explore my artistic
talents in making soaps.”
To use fruits and vegetables in making
soaps, the ingredients have to be blended
into a watery puree which is used in place
of the water.
Her grandparents encouraged the young
entrepreneur to continue making the soaps
and in an effort to develop her creativity,
she started accepting customers’ orders for
Christmas.
“I started making four types of soaps,”
recalled Eryn, “and by January 2022, I expanded my ideas to two more. I continued
supplying my granny and grandad. Then my
aunt decided to try them. Meanwhile, my
customer-base was growing.
“In January 2022 my big brother suggested that I should go into the soap business
and continue making soaps. I had to think
about it, wondering if I would be able to
maintain and manage a business. However,

Eryn Brathwaite
poses with soap products
she packaged for Easter
at her home in Sangre
Grande.
—Photo by
Adena Brathwaite

my mother, Adena, who is also an entrepreneur, encouraged me to try the business.”
Eryn said her mother told her that she
should always explore her creativity and
assured her that, as parents, her father and
herself would always guide her along the
journey.

“In February 2022, I decided to start the
soap business. Family is everything within
my business. I get the support in every way
possible from my mother, father, aunts, uncles, grandparents and teachers, while my
mother helps me to understand every part
of the business.

“We periodically do tests of
the soaps for different skin
types and skin conditions.
My mother and I would
do the research on the
types of soaps we can
venture into, and also
do external testing of
the product.
“It’s rewarding when
I get the feedback from
my customers on the results they are getting, and
the referrals they have made
that have kept the business
growing. At present, we have developed 12 soaps—all our soaps are natural
and hand-made. Some of the soaps include:
Shea Butter, Honey, Aloe Vera & Olive Oil,
Coconut-Lemon-Orange, Tomato- Nutmeg
and Carrot.”
Eryn said her parents ensure that she
gives balance to her spiritual life, school
work, family and now her work life.
“It’s not always about the money, it’s
about enjoying every aspect of life. As a
team we have our meetings on what steps
we need to take the business forward. We
just came out from our Easter sales, and we
are now finalizing what we want to offer for
Mother’s Day.
“At ten years of age, I want to continue
exploring the art of working with soaps. I
want to stand out, and I want to be different,
and over time to be able to supply my soaps
to the hotels and guest houses in Trinidad
and Tobago. I hope to someday go international with my soaps.
“I am Eryn B, ten years old, and a young
entrepreneur from Sangre Grande. I make
“Soaps Just 4 You”.

ENTERTAINMENT & EVENT
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‘MUSIC IS
MY LOVE’
Story by David Cuffy

K
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ERWIN KYLE PIERRE, also known as DJ Kyle, is an aspiring 17-year-old
whose aim is to become one of the finest Disc Jockeys in Trinidad and
Tobago.
“I started playing music at the age of 11 years,” he stated. “I have a
passion for music. Playing, mixing, entertaining, everything.”
A DJ, or disc jockey, is a person who hosts recorded music for an audience.
In learning the discipline, you’re learning to match your own musical expressions
with the desires of an audience. It isn’t just matching beats, or scratching over
songs. It’s about being observant, empathic, and reactive.
Currently, Kerwin is attending virtual classes at Downer’s Educational Institute
of Learning in Port of Spain. Downer’s is among the top private schools in Trinidad
and Tobago, with over 20 years of experience in education.
“Besides my passion for music, having a good education is among my priorities,” emphasised Kerwin. “My goals are to become a music engineer, and to
experience playing on a radio station.”
The aspiring DJ is eagerly looking forward to being enrolled at Roc Star Deejay
Academy located at 19 Eastern Main Road in Tacarigua. The Academy is a DJ
school set with a purpose greater than just showing students how to blend songs
and beat-match. It is there to mentor, instill passion and ambition, and show attendees what it really takes to be a DJ in this modern day industry.
“But I also attended a DJ workshop in
Marabella, but it was too far, so my
mom decided that Roc Star Academy would be best for me, since it
Young disc
is located in Arouca,” added Kerjockey Kerwin
win. “My first -time experience at
Kyle Pierre in
Roc was great. I am eager to learn
action at a
more and continue to provide
recent party
excellent music to one and all,
event. —Photo
and any age group.”
by Kerwin’s
However, contrary to popuPhotography
lar belief, learning to DJ is not an
Services Ltd
easy route to overnight success. It
takes work, and time. It may not be
difficult to start, but it is difficult to
stand out, and to be exceptional.
Kerwin is well aware of this.
The first-born among his three
sisters and one brother knows
the road may be long and hard,
but is confident of his ability to
succeed.
“The best thing about being
a DJ is making people happy,” he
said. “There is nothing like seeing the expressions on their faces
when you play a song they love,
and they get up to dance. A
good DJ is always looking at
his audience, observing what
they like, and communicating with them. I intend to
become one of, if not the
best in the country.”

Kite f lying in San Francique
Story and Photos by Kavita Ramcharitar
INFOCUS—TRINIDAD & TOBAGO’S COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Easter Sunday the Kolahal family hosted a kite flying
competition, while their son Aaron showed off the
unique bobolee depicting a local chutney song “She
Ent want no AD Wagon she wants a 4x4”.
Aaron has been creating ornaments depicting all
festivals including Eid, Divali, Christmas and Easter.
Photo shows Aaron and his brother David Kolahal
pose with the bobolee, while children of the Village
of Antilles Road, San Francique display their kites.
The prizes were sponsored by Adams Munchies and
Grill and David’s Mobile Unit and Variety Store.

10 Savannah Street, Bridge Road, San Juan.
Monday-Thursday 3 p.m - 7 p.m. (Dine-in or Takeout)

Shawn Sadd Nagim
Pepper Sauce

Phone: (868) 738-5722

(Manager)

Catering Services Available
• Email: wb-shawn@hotmail.com

Trini runs on Chatter Box Doubles
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Sanjeev, Sanveer and Sandeep Maharaj
perform Hindu religious songs.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
WITH A DIFFERENCE
Story and Photos by Kavita Ramcharitar

T

HE rhythm of tassa drumming,
a DJ on truck, and a parade
along Mohess Road, Penal—a
short distance before reaching
the home of Pundit Satyam Keso Ma-

INFOCUS—TRINIDAD & TOBAGO’S COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
haraj to perform Guru Diksha (christening) ceremony of Alyssa Boodoo
and the celebration of her 19th birthday on March 13, 2022.
The parade included a display of

pictures, placed on a mini car, in remembrance of Alyssa’s uncle Ruston
Harracksingh.
Attending the function were Alyssa’s friends, relatives and members

of her family—father Rakesh, mother
Melissa, and sister Samantha.
Entertainment was provided by
local Bollywood singer Satnarine Ragoo, while brothers Sanjeev, Sanveer

and Sandeep, sons of Pundit Satyam
Maharaj, performed bhajans (Hindu
religious songs) and kirtan. Murtis was
presented by the Boodoo family to the
temple of Pundit Satyam Maharaj.

The Boodoo family poses
next to the mini car bearing
the picture of the late Roston
Harracksingh .

The Boodoo family, from left, Samantha, Rakesh (father), Alyssa and Melissa (mother) accompanied by tassa
drummers.
Bollywood singer Satnarine Ragoo
(right) serenades Alyssa (centre).

Alyssa Boodoo performs Arti on her godfather Pundit Satyam Keso Maharaj.
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Letter from the
Cocoa Panyol Museum
To general manager of
InFocus Community Newspaper

MR KRISHNA MAHARAJ
2nd March 2022

Good day sir,
HOW have you been since the last time we met and
spoke? I trust that all is well with you, your team and
your newspaper, especially in these trying times of
difficulty and uncertainty.
I make specific reference to your article in Issue 9
of May 2021, in which you highlighted my museum. I
remember that it was you who discovered the existence
of the Cocoa Panyol Museum and it was based on your
judgement that you approached me with the hope of
doing an article.
Well, I am quite pleased to indicate that your
judgement has caused great rewards to be reaped in
favour of the Cocoa Panyol Museum. Immediately
following the publication of Issue 9, numerous persons
immediately contacted me with the desire to visit.
Unfortunately, at that time, I had to defer visits due to
the Covid-19 spikes and restrictions. However, I directed
prospective visitors to our Christmas Village scheduled
for the entire month of December 2021.
This turned out to be immensely successful for my
museum project and Christmas Village Roadside Display.
During this event, it is estimated that approximately one
thousand persons patronised. What is note-worthy is
the fact that many visitors indicated that they heard of
my museum because of reading your newspaper. Had it
not been for your initial judgement, my clientele would
have been significantly reduced. I therefore sincerely
thank you for the opportunity, which you provided for
my museum.
Even though you gave me several copies of the
newspaper to distribute to friends and visitors, that
circulation by my museum was enhanced via sharing of
the appropriate link with almost 250 of my WhatsApp
contacts, and even on my Facebook account, something
I also do for ensuing issues of the newspaper. This
method of distribution has reached not only local
readers, but also foreign personnel who maintain deep
interest in what happens in our country. People as far as
Ontario, Canada, Germany, and some of the Caribbean
Territories send feedback on their interaction with the
newspaper.
I am pleased to say that many of my contacts
indicated how pleased they are to receive and read the
publications, whether hard copy or digital. Positive
comments were always made in favour of the work that
you are doing and in favour of the ability of your team to
highlight things, which are not normally done by other
media houses. Many of my contacts remind me along
the way, to send them a digital copy of the newspaper
when they envisage that it is due. They truly enjoy the
direction of your focus and publications.
Once again, I wish to thank you sincerely for the efforts
of InFocus Community Newspaper in exposing the work of
my Cocoa Panyol Museum to thousands of people. I look
forward to future collaborations between us.
Yours respectfully,
Clive Teemul (Curator / 733-5701)
16, Telemaque Road
Flanagin Town,
Trinidad, West Indies
Email: cliveteemul@yahoo.com
Facebook page: Cocoa Panyol Museum
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Commemorating 100 years of the

GRANDMASTER

I

By David Cuffy

F CALYPSO’S “Grandmaster” Lord
Kitchener (Aldwyn Roberts) had been
alive, he would have been celebrating
his 100th birthday on Monday, April
18, 2022 (Easter Monday).
In an effort to ensure his legacy remains relevant, a team of entrepreneurs
and cultural community activists, mainly
from Arima, is planning a one-year commemoration from this year’s birthdate
until April 17, 2023.
Known as the Arima Rebranding
Team (ART) the group is headed by former education curriculum coordinator,
and community activist, Henry Saunders,
and includes Donald Baldeosingh, Thomas Isaac, Dennis Hicks, and James Toussaint.
Themed “All Things Kitchener,” the
launch on Kitchener’s birthdate includes
an inter-faith service in Arima, a steelband
concert at an Arima steelband yard, to be
followed days later with a gala perfor-

mance featuring local and international
artistes at the Southern Academy for the
Performong Arts (SAPA).
Among the activities identified for the
celebratory year are: a Kitchener cultural
caravan; media events on Kitchener; a
Kitchener artefacts museum; embellishment of Kitchener’s grave for it to be
made into a historical site; and a project
to be called Kitchener Culinary Creations.
Kitchener’s musical compositions
were diverse and melodic. He blended
calypso with jazz, particularly bebop, but
most important of all was his marriage of
calypso with Trinidad’s indigenous musical instrument, the steelpan. In 1944
he composed his first pan calypso, “The
Beat of the Steelband,” which initiated a
long-lasting alliance between the steelband fraternity and the calypsonian.
Kitchener died on February 11,
2000 at age 77 years.

Kitchener’s musical compositions were
diverse and melodic. He blended calypso
with jazz, particularly bebop, but most
important of all was his marriage of
calypso with Trinidad’s indigenous musical
instrument, the steelpan.

The Grandmaster Lord Kitchener (Aldwyn Roberts)

Take advantage of our guaranteed readership with ad rates lower than
the alternatives. Contact us @ 367-3430 to advertise with InFocus!
VEHICLES, LAND, HOUSES, BUSINESS, MEMORIUM, ANNIVERSARY, REAL ESTATE
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Beautician and hairdresser Nalini Beepat shares her hair tips

Choosing the right shampoo
•
W
ITH so many quick tips on beauty and health, in
this issue of Infocus I just want to elaborate on
hair care.
The process of shampooing and conditioning
do have an impact on your hair routine, not just color change.
If shampooing is done properly, it can be a very stimulating
and therapeutic, relaxing, experience.
The act of shampooing cleans the hair and the scalp and
removes product buildup. Using a large amount of shampoo
does not help in any way, and can be wasteful. Always use the
right amount.
Choosing the right shampoo is important. The product
comes in a variety of brands. Don’t be fooled by the color of
the container or scent. The wrong choice can make your hair
difficult to manage, become over dry, brittle, greasy, or frizzy,
which can lead to breakage.
Shampoo is labelled after their ingredients, followed by
brands. Some ingredients can really be divine.
For example, a botanical and floral-based, alovera, coconut,
jojoba, tea tree, and various other blends would be beneficial in
some way. For instance, restoring moisture and adding strength
and protein to hair that is life-less and fragile, or may be chem-

ically treated.
Choosing the right shampoo can give your hair life, and
deeply nourish it and the scalp by protecting its elasticity.
When purchasing your next shampoo, ask advice from the
customer service representative or your salon owner before
making the purchase.
Questions usually asked by customers are: why is my hair
dry, falling, and its color fading so fast?
It is important that shampoo choices be treated like your
health habits, and diet. Switching shampoos often would
strengthen the chances of a hair disaster.
You should read the instructions, as well as the ingredients
in the shampoo carefully before purchasing.

•

HAIR TIPS:

Fine hair requires a shampoo that will not degrease or make
it fluffy, but make it light-weight. A mild shampoo with gentle
protein will help.

•

Coarse hair requires a shampoo that would make the hair
more pliable and softer by nourishing it with moisturising agents
followed, by a deep conditioner.

Coloured hair
requires using a colour-treated shampoo
or a sulfate-free shampoo to give a lasting
effect.

B y N alini Beep

•

at

Pre-lightened
or blonde hair is very popular in today’s society and the fashion
world, but maintenance is the key.
A purple or blue shampoo cleanses and brightens the blonde
tresses. But speak to your hair dresser before purchasing.

My advice is that whatever choice you make, be sure it
goes with your hair texture and history.
I would like to elaborate on the tips and ingredients,
but you will learn more in InFocus’ next issue.

Carlos Gilbert displays a
model boat at Salybia.

Built from recycled materials
Story and Photos by Kavita Ramcharitar

C
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ARLOS GILBERT of Salybia has used model
boat building as a hobby for nearly ten years,
and as a means of relaxation.
When I met him on the
beach in Salybia, he had on
show a working model boat
built to be run in water as its
main purpose.
“I was thinking about building a boat, but I did not have
the size that I wanted, and
could not find the people who
could build this scale model
boat which is different to the
ordinary boats,” he explained.
Gilbert said he eventually
met someone who had the same
hobby, and who had sourced a
shell from a model boat company called Enforcer RC Boats,
based in Indianapolis, USA.
“Although the guy liked the
boat, he had no idea what to do
with it,” said Gilbert. “The shell
of the boat was put aside, because no one had the potential
or idea as to how to design it.”
Gilbert was then introduced
to Extreme Workshop, a local
organisation with a goal to en-

tertain, inspire and show that
“the feeling of making something with your own hands is
something everyone should experience.”
Gilbert said the company
asked him to draw a template,
which he did, then worked with
someone called Ronnie to build
the boat.
“I told him how I wanted it,”
he stated. “I installed most of
the electronics and decorations.
It was a cheap boat to build,
because the best part of it was,
I used a lot of recyclable items,
such as sweet drink corks, deodorant covers, pallet sticks, and
electrical tapes for the windows.
“I used all these things because I try to prove that we in
Trinidad are very talented, and
could build out of recycled
material, and it could be at a
cheap price. That was the whole
aspect about this boat. This is a
representation of Trinidad and
Tobago to show the world how
creative we are.”
He said to build the boat
cost him between $800 and
$900, minus the electronics. He

got the electronics from a monster truck, parts from a model
car, and other recyclable items.
Total cost of the entire project
he estimates at about $5,000.
“If this boat was built in
the States, it would cost about
TT$30,000,” he estimated.
“The boat was built during
the Pandemic lock-down and
I was home, although I took
chances and run out to reach
by the guy to see the progress,”
he added.
His words of advice to other
hobbyists is not to follow others, but to do your own creation.
“Dig deep within yourself,”
he advised. “That is what I did.
You could create your own
source of energy from what you
see, and what you learn. That
is what life is about. Whatever
hobby you are doing, no matter
what it is, be creative and enjoy
it”.
Gilbert said if after publication of his story he is approached to build another boat,
he is ready. But clients must
know exactly what they wanted.

COMMUNITY
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Sangre Grande In Focus
Easter pan camp hosted by ORIE in Grande

F

LOWERS continue to
bloom out of the Sangre Grande Development
Foundation’s (SGDF) Online Revolution in Education
(ORIE) project which was commissioned in 2020.
Main thrust of the initiative
was to provide students with
online devices to aid their transitioning to the virtual classroom, with a follow up component designed to track their
progress, as well as provide
them with career guidance.
One of the founding parents
of ORIE Mr Kelly Matthews, a
very talented and accomplished
pannist, introduced a pan class
to the community from which
unprecedented levels of success have been achieved.
Ably assisted by other parents, most notably Mrs Keisha
Ramsaran and Mrs Rosanna
Wren, the group conducted an
Easter Pan Camp from April
4th to 9th which was well attended, and covered, besides
music, other areas such as art
and craft.
ORIE connected with Panlara, an organization headquartered in Washington, DC which
is helping the students to
achieve their fullest potentials
by providing them with online
devices, as well as exposing
them to other virtual events
and workshops.
Panlara provides an arts and
cultural forum for youths from
diverse communities in the DC
metropolitan area. It creates
performance opportunities to
market and enhance talents
of artistic youths. Its main emphasis is to facilitate partnerships among community youth
groups and encourage them
to build businesses through
their youth entrepreneurship
programme. Its Youth Steel Orchestra’s aim is to share members’ African/Caribbean culture through steel pan music.
The ORIE project was borne
out of the adjustments to
learning caused by the Covid
19 pandemic, and continues
at full pace, embracing other
disciplines contributing to the
holistic development of the
nation’s emerging generation.
Maximum kudos to Mr Kelly
Matthews and his team as they
strive earnestly to make Sangre
Grande a better place.

Eric Taylor, left, speaks with participants of a pan workshop. Looking on is pannist Kelly Matthews.
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From the photographic archives of Krishna Maharaj
Krishna celebrates 49 years as a Photojournalist/Photographer

FROM
INFOCUS
MEDIA

INDIAN ARRIVAL DAY, celebrated
on May 30th, commemorates the
arrival of the first Indian indentured
labourers from India to Trinidad in
May, 1845.
May 24, 2007 was the last day
sugar cane was harvested in Barrackpore, south Trinidad.
It was a sad day for farmers who

cried in the canefield when I visited to photograph their final day of
work. I remember one worker sayiing it was a sad day to see what
their forefathers contributed to the
growth of Trinidad had come to an
end.
Indian immigration to Trinidad
spanned the period 1845-1917.

During this period over 140,000
Indians were transported to the island. The journey was long and arduous, and living conditions were
deplorable. After disembarking at
Nelson Island, the arrivals were fed
and rested for a couple weeks and
then sent to the various estates that
had requested them previously.

ACHIEVEMENT

Tony Jardine poses for a photo during the Trinidad
and Tobago School of Photography (TTSOP) field
trip in Tobago in 2018.
—Photo by Krishna Maharaj

TONY
JARDINE’S

photography

JOURNEY
INFOCUS—TRINIDAD & TOBAGO’S
COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

TONY JARDINE, who now resides in Canada, enrolled in a class at the Trinidad and Tobago School
of Photography and graduated in February 2018.
As a student in England, he had set up his own
processing room and taught himself how to develop
and enlarge pictures in black and white, as this was
before the days of coloured photographs.
Prior to attending the Trinidad and Tobago
School of Photography, he had only basic knowledge
of photography, owning a simple Fuji FinePix E510
camera with limited settings. After his graduation he
knew not only the essentials of his Nikon D7200
camera, but he also learned the skills of lighting, exposure, and the principles of great photography.
After his graduation he entered a competition for
past and current students where he received two trophies: first prize in the bird category and third prize
in the children or child category.
In the years since, he has developed an in-depth
knowledge of photography and the ability to capture
and display the various aspects of his hobby.
He is now a member of two photographic organizations, the Huntsville Photography Club and the
Probus Photography Club. More recently three of his
images were selected for the Probus Club Newsletter
and one even made the front cover.
He has done his dance with success, skill and
with courage.
What a great accomplishment.

INFOCUS—TRINIDAD & TOBAGO’S COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

VOL 13 • ISSUE 13

INFOCUS 15

FREE

SPORTS

TAKE A COPY

InfocusTT

READ ONLINE
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO’S COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Vol 13 ISSUE 13

www.infocustt.com

Point Fortin-based New Millennium Knights not just a motorcycle club...

POWER IN THE

PURITY OF HEARTS
Story and
Photo by
Raymond
Aaron

T

O SIT in the boutique type
clubroom of the New Millennium Motorcycle Club
(NMKMC) surrounded by
exotic pieces of machinery and listen to the quiet voices of Joseph
Small and his wife Angela tell the
story of their organisation and its
phenomenal success in community work is to experience the surreal.
NMKMC’s vision is to reverse
the current stereotype of the motorcyclist presenting him or her as
a responsible contributor to family, community and society, and
it has done so by its numerous
outreach programmes initiated
and sustained throughout the past
years. Its members span the gamut of society with members, both
male and female, professional and
laypeople, all participating with
equal verve and enthusiasm.
Its activities have attracted the
attention and support of entities
both corporate and civilian some
of whom in the words of Joseph
Small, “would not have touched a
motorcycle with a ten-foot pole!”
The integrity of these projects derives perhaps from its practice of
never soliciting funds, but rather
encouraging its patrons be they
doctors, nurses, teachers or other-

wise to be hands-on and offer of
themselves rather than their cash.
As Angela says, “we don’t touch
money; goodwill is our currency.”
NMKMC’s impressive list of
community activities include:
Mentorship where members visit primary and secondary
schools, youth camps and clubs,
mentoring the youth in a group
setting, positively influencing
some of the nation’s more difficult
youth.

Joseph Small and his wife
Angela at their workshop
in Point Fortin.

•

•

Children’s Health Fair. Held
each year, 400 children receive a
battery of medical tests, consultations, prescription medications,
spectacles, etc, free of charge
thanks to the work of volunteer
doctors, nurses and support personnel.

•

Men’s Forum. Hosted each
October since 2010, this Forum
brings men together to discuss
and resolve issues directly relevant to Men. Men learn from each
other through meaningful conversation. A Women’s Forum was established in 2018. These two initiatives have yielded tremendous
benefit with 17 lives being saved
and 33 interventions successfully
completed.

•

Medical Equipment Assistance Programme. NMKMC provides this service to families caring
for sicked loved ones, donating,
wheelchairs, hospital beds, crutches, walkers, etc, on loan to be returned when no longer needed.

• Emergency Respose. NMK-

MC has succeded in forming
the first emergency motorcycle
response unit in the Caribbean
and has forged links with REACT
to serve the community in times
of emergency.
Space does not allow for a
full listing of NMKMC’s activities, but suffice it to say that this
organization is well structured
and run, has been phenomenally
successful, and will continue to
perform way beyond its expectations.

Truly, its power lies not
in the thrust of its engines,
but in the purity of heart,
integrity of mind, and the deep
commitment of its outstanding
founders and members.

