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DRIVEN BY 
FARMING

Brothers choose agriculture over corporate life...
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Michelle St Clair 
performs the rhythm 
of the drum at the St 
Ann’s Spiritual Baptist 
Church of Metaphysics 
at McBean, Couva, in 
observance of Spiritual 
Baptist Day which was 
celebtrated on March 
30. See Page 5. 
—Photo by KAVITA 
RAMCHARITAR

Rhythm 
of the drum

Brothers Christian Daniel Baksh, left, harvests corn for customers while Josiah packages 
pimento at Bristol Village, Mayaro. —Photos by KAVITA RAMCHARITAR

TV6 News anchor Anselm Gibbs...

Little boy from 
Laventille with

Page 10
BIG DREAMSSister attorneys Leander, left, and Leandra (Dana) Alleyne pose 

for a photo with palm in hands during Palm Sunday service at the 
Flaming Word Cathedral Caroni Savannah Road, Chaguanas. 
See Page 8.
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Christian Daniel Baksh in the corn field harvesting the crop for customers at Mayaro.

Josiah Baksh 
packages 
pimento. 
—Photos 
by KAVITA 
RAMCHARITAR

By Kavita Ramcharitar

T
WO brothers who, turned 
their backs on the corporate 
life, chose to take up agri-
culture, which is one of the 

world’s oldest professions.
Christian Daniel Baksh, who 

pursued a degree in Agriculture at 
the University of the West Indies 
and his brother, Josiah, who began 
studying Engineering at the Univer-
sity of Trinidad and Tobago, discov-
ered their passion for agriculture at 
a young age, after getting involved 
on a part-time basis during their 
studies.

The brothers of Bristol Village, 
Mayaro, who grew up in a farming 
family, spent time with their par-
ents, Roopchand and Sherida in 
their garden where they developed 
a passion and love for farming. 

“They say when it in your blood 
yes, farming in my blood”, said 
Christian. “Through primary school 
anything involving agriculture I was 
always part of it.”

“While still helping daddy in the 
garden, I went to the University of 
the West Indies and did a Degree in 
Agriculture. There you learnt more of 
the theory in agriculture as opposed 
to the practicality and applications 
of it in the real world. Being in the 
field interacting with our local farm-
ers is the only way to gain experi-
ence in agriculture,” he added.  

“When I  finished UWI, and looked 
around at the job options and op-

portunities, I saw the opportunity 
to make the same thing and more 
by being self- employed in agricul-
ture,” he noted.

His thoughts were that food is 
something that will always sell de-
spite competition from other farm-
ers, as people need to eat to survive. 
But beyond making a living, Chris-
tian stated that his love for agricul-
ture is immense and driven by his 
love of farming.

“Doing that, you get closer to 
it, enjoying it, especially coming in 
the morning and seeing your crops 
looking nice and healthy. It gives 
you a sense and feeling of ac-
complishment, feeling good about 
yourself.”

He started planting his own 
crops alongside his father, these 
included sweet peppers, melon-
gene, tomatoes, plantains, squash, 
watermelon and corn. His father, 
Roopchand, plants cassava, ed-
does and hot peppers.

“Growing up we had some ex-
posure to greenhouse technology, 
and through the applications in 
theory at UWI, it was exciting to see 
the different ways agriculture has 
moved into a more modern way,” 
said Christian.  “With the mixture 
of the older heads knowledge and 
the modern technology, you find a 
cost effective and efficient way to 
get it done.”

His brother, Josiah Baksh began 

s t u d y i n g 
Engineer-
ing at the 
University of 
Trinidad & Tobago, but stopped 
two years ago because of the fi-
nancial burden on his parents.

“I stopped UTT for one year to 
make some money and help fund 
my own course, but then I started 
to love marketing the agriculture 
produce, which my father handed 
over to me,” said Josiah. 

Josiah said, the field he was 
going into was very saturated and 
he thought that it might be better 
idea to go into his own business.

“It seems like it’s a better op-
tion, because of the small proba-
bility of getting hired in an over-
populated region of jobs, and 
because it always has someone 
with a higher degree than you, I 
thought it would be better to get 
into my own business,” said Josiah.  
“People have this mentality that 
the engineer, the doctor and the 
lawyer is it; them days gone, be-
cause now you have to be unique 
in what you do and put pride in it 
and go strong behind it.”

His father Roopchand agreed, 
stating that a lot of young men 
leave farming after completing 
their education to pursue other 
business, but he is happy to see 
his sons’ progression and takes 
pride in seeing his sons take to the 
dirt in getting their hands dirty.

“I am proud to see my sons do-

ing what they 
do, it’s really 

rewarding, because 
people have a mindset that farm-
ers are supposed to be barefoot 
and in the garden. We are trying 
to change that. Farmers are sup-
posed to be prosperous, that is my 
attitude towards it.”

“As a father I started from noth-
ing but my sons would be starting 
from a platform built by myself and 
my wife Sherida, so they can take it 
to the next level”, said Roopchand. 

Aside from the various crops 
they grow, the brothers are proud 
to say they have mastered the art of 
roasting corn and have developed 
a love for it. Travelers and villag-
ers alike look to them for the best 
boiled and roast corn, all because 
they harvest the corn all through 
the day from their nearby fields. 

The young entrepreneurs, 
Christian and Josiah, hope their 
story might be an inspiration for 
the youth as they work together to 
make agriculture more attractive 
and also contribute to rural devel-
opment.

“Growing up in agriculture, in 
the rural area, provides a unique 
life experience. You learn many 
life skills and lessons. It can be 
exciting but there are times that it 
can be challenging as well”, said 
Christian. “Find something you are 
passionate about and pursue it, 
don’t allow anyone to discourage 
you.”
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Father of Christian and Josiah, Roopchand Baksh, cuts a 
melongene from his garden.
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INFOCUS is back with our ninth issue and we 
thank each and every one of you that have stuck 
with us thus far! 

As the pandemic continues to evolve, we 
hope that you are well and are keeping safe. 

We are not out of the woods yet, so please 
take every precaution to protect your loved ones 
from this virus, this is a group effort and requires 
each and every one of us to do our part.

In this issue, we look at two brothers who 
make up the next generation of farmers and 
examine their journey into agriculture. We are 
also pleased to highlight the efforts and activi-
ties of a non-profit organisation which cares for 
abandoned animals that need our help.

Additionally, we look at several religious 
events and celebrations that have taken place in 

the last few weeks as well as the story of a pop-
ular news personality who proved his detractors 
wrong.

Artists, entrepreneurs and more round off 
this issue and we are already hard at work on 
June’s issue, which will be our tenth publication.

For those who have just discovered us, we 
are a community newspaper, designed to allow 
communities to shed light on issues that are 
normally overlooked by the mainstream media. 
This volunteer-driven publication is focused 
on community-based journalism, providing 
coverage focused on individuals, neighbour-
hoods, suburbs and community life in Trinidad 
and Tobago. 

We again invite non-profits organisations, 
community groups, schools, community sports 

teams and individuals to share their stories and 
photos with us. We are here to put you in focus.

InFocus is available free of charge at select 
locations around the country. It is also available 
for download via our website, with a digital 
version of Issue 9 coming very soon at http://
www.infocustt.com

Be sure to follow us on social media for 
updates on new issues.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
InFocusTT/
Twitter:  @InFocusTT
Instagram: @infocusmediatt
Would you like to contribute a story, article 
or photo? Or maybe support our publication 
by advertising with us? 
We would love to hear from you.
Drop us a line at:
infocusmediatt@gmail.com or contact via 
phone at 367-3430.
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By Krishna Maharaj

“W
E NEED a key to open some doors, 
and very soon, when we are allowed 
an ease to the pandemic, members 
of the Spiritual Baptist faith will be 

going out on the streets to preach to people in com-
munities about focusing their vision. This will surely 
wake up the country in a more positive way.”

So said Archbishop Patrick Brown of the St Ann’s 
Spiritual Baptist Church of Metaphysics at Mc Bean, 
Couva, in an interview with InFocus on Spiritual Bap-
tist Liberation Day.

“Today we are celebrating Shouter Baptist Liber-
ation Day with our few members, and we intend to 
make the day a happy one, in spirit and in truth,” he 
added.

Archbishop Brown said he was one of the per-
sons who joined with other Baptist Archbishops to 
lobby for the holiday for the Shouter Baptists who 
had been looking forward for a day to celebrate 
their faith. 

Brown said: “I want to tell the country that we 
must put our heads together and pray for our coun-
try, as I wish the Baptist Faith a happy day, a wel-
come day, and a truthful day, and we should stay to-
gether in one unity, one strength, and one courage 
to fight the good fight with all our might.” 

Archbishop Brown said, all spiritual leaders 
should join together to have many days of prayer, 

not only one day. He said everybody was talking 
prayer, but he was not seeing any attempts to do 
something about it. 

“We need those prayers because we have strong 
prayers that can get rid of all the evil in the country. 
There is too much killing and other crimes taking 
place. The country is suffering, and we must have 
those days of prayer, as that is what the country 
needs right now,” he said.

The past year has been a tough one for the church 
that was built in 1983, he said. Members could not 
attend services because of the limited time given to 
churches.

“Just when we started to pray time ran out on 
us, it was really bad,” he said. “Then after the Prime 
Minister allowed us more time people started to at-
tend, and the church started to pick up. We thank 
God for all that has been done. I ask God to bless us, 
and that COVID-19 will leave us in this country very 
soon, and attendances will be back to full capacity.”

Several good days of prayer would take this 
country from the darkest cloud into a brighter fu-
ture, said Brown. 

“My experience is that some people are praying 
and some are not. In order for us to come out of 
the darkness, the young people have to focus on 
prayers, and not crime. Spiritual leaders need get 
up and do something about the crime situation in 
the country. Some seem to be going forward, while 
some are going backwards.”

BAPTIST ARCHBISHOP CALLS FOR

SEVERAL DAYS OF PRAYER

Baptist Archbishop Patrick Brown. —Photos by KAVITA RAMCHARITAR

Brandon
James

Elect Abbess teacher Claudia Garvin 
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By David Cuffy

R
ECENTLY, through the un-
fortunate circumstances 
surrounding the death of 
a young woman, a lot of 

comment surfaced, once again, 
about the operations of “PH” cars 
in Trinidad and Tobago.

The comments from some of 
our people, underscored the un-
fortunate lack of knowledge pos-
sessed by many of the history and 
development of the transporta-
tion system in the country.

Indeed, to fully understand 
the phenomenon of  private cars 
illegally plying for hire, one would 
have to go back more than 50 
years to when “route taxis” came 
on the streets of Trinidad and To-
bago.

The initiative had its origin 
some time back in the 1960s with 
the PNM government’s accept-
ance of a report (I think it was by 
someone named Jessop) that rec-
ommended the scrapping of the 
railway system, and discontinua-
tion of the then privately-owned 
bus service provided by Sam’s 
Garage, C A Darmanie, and others 
in the country.

In their places, the report rec-
ommended that the then devel-
oping “individually-owned private 
car for hire” service be properly 
regulated. This resulted in expan-
sion of the “route taxi” service 
that allowed for owners of private 
cars to change their vehicle reg-
istration to “H” and ply for hire. 

Later, when, for whatever rea-
son, tram cars and trolley buses 
were removed from the country’s 
transportation landscape, the 
route taxi industry flourished.

As a young man living in Bel-
mont at the time, I recall  the 
area as the first being serviced 
by Ford Prefect H-cars that car-
ried three passengers for a fare 
of six cents each.

As the years went by, and 
successive administrations con-

tinued to fail in providing an 
adequate public transportation 
service to supplement the H-cars 
on the roads, opportunistic own-
ers of private vehicles began to 
“take up the slack” as it were, and 
started servicing communities in 
which there was an absence of 
any type of public transportation 
system. These private vehicles 
were referred to as “pirate taxis.”

With government turning a 
blind eye to its operation, this 

transportation sub-sector grew, 
eventually becoming larger 
than the legitimate H-car sector 
which had, to its eventual detri-
ment, become selective in terms 
of working hours and territories 
serviced. 

No one can deny, then, that for 
many years the pirate taxis, or PH 
cars as they are now called, have 
been providing a vital transpor-
tation service, albeit illegal. And 
the cold, hard fact is that gov-

ernment is powerless to stop it, 
as it receives massive support 
from the traveling public.

So the only alternative that 
faced government was an at-
tempt by the People’s Partnership 
administration in 2010 to “legal-
ise the illegal”. Some against the 
move alleged, as their basis for 
objection, that some PH drivers 
were involved in criminal activity. 
That may or may not be so, but did 
they know, as well, who were the 
people NOT involved in criminal 
activity?

Others claimed government 
was seeking to endorse an ille-
gality, perhaps not understand-
ing that what the initiative was 
intended to do was remove the 
illegality.

Trinidad and Tobago is a very 
special country, populated by ex-
tremely creative people.  We have 
given to the world steelband mu-
sic, calypso, carnival, prize-win-
ning writers, sportsmen and 
beauty queens, to name a few.

In addition, we have given 
“route taxis” to the world, as well, 
as such a means of transportation 
can now be found in many of the 
neighbouring Caribbean islands, 
as well as several cities in North 
America.

So, who knows? Pretty soon, 
after we have satisfactorily 
worked out the formula, another 
“made in Trinidad and Tobago” 
product being utilised all over 
the world could well be “PH” 
cars.

THE GENESIS OF THE ‘PH’ TAXI
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Story and Photos  
by Lydia Frederick

“DOH feel you could 
make it, make it!” 

These were the 
words that challenged 
and inspired Roy Henry 
to start his journey as 
a wood carver over 45 
years ago. 

As a boy, Henry was 
visiting his aunt Gra-
cie’s home in Carenage 
when she observed him 
staring at something on 
her wall and his fasci-
nation with the objects 
caught her attention. 

Henry was fixated on 
a pair of carved wooden 
heads on the wall and 
Gracie, noting the teen-
ager’s gleaning eyes, 
decided to challenge 
the youth.

“What you watching 
it so for? You feel you 
could make it?” said 
Gracie.

“Yeah, I feel I could 
make it,” replied Henry.

“Doh feel you could 
make it, make it!” bel-
lowed Gracie.

Gracie’s challenge 
encouraged Henry 
and he later returned 
to his home town of 
La Brea with a deter-
mined heart, intent on 
replicating the carved 
heads. Upon his arrival, 
he immediately began 
making enquires as to 
who in the village would 
know how to “bend the 
wood to shape”.

His quest bore fruit 
as he came into contact 
with a man in the village 
named Phino, who was 
a wood carver. Through 
his conversations with 
Phino he was able to 
grasp certain concepts 
of manipulating wood 
and how to go about 
carving it.

“He never showed 
me how to do it, I talked 
to him and he told me 
how to manipulate the 
wood to get the look 
that I wanted,” said 
Henry. “It was more 
through conversa-
tions that I learnt some 
things, no hands-on 
training.”

It wasn’t very long 
after that Henry was 
able to make his first 
carvings, a pair of 
heads, which he was 
able to sell quickly.

Now, some 45 years 
later, the self-taught 
woodcarver is still at 
it.  Wood carving is an 
expensive craft and 
his tools of the trade 
include various chis-
els and gouges, which 
are very costly and not 
easily acquired. It re-
quires a lot of patience 
and time, but Henry 
finds great satisfaction 
in creating things that 
evoke special feelings, 
a fond memory, or even 
a simple smile.

There was a period in 
his life where he left his 
craft for a short period 
while seeking a better 
a life and found himself 
doing carpentry, joinery 
and odd jobs. He even 
moved to Port of Spain 
to “hustle”.

He enjoyed partici-
pating in craft exhibi-
tions and was fortunate 
to meet local personal-
ities like Hasely Craw-
ford and LeRoy Clarke. 

The self-employed 
Henry sold pieces of 
his work to stores like 
Gary Aboud, Mode Alive, 
Aqua and Horizon Art 
Gallery. 

Henry also states 
that he was hired to do 
a head carving of Uri-
ah “Buzz” Butler many 
years ago and it is cur-
rently in the Trinidad 
and Tobago Museum 
amongst Butler’s mem-
orabilia.

His passion for carv-
ing has not waned, but 
has intensified as he 
continues to challenge 
himself by doing more 
difficult and intricate 
pieces of craft carvings. 

The journey starts 
with a decision to cre-
ate something specific. 
An appropriate piece of 
wood is then chosen, 
it may be sip, saman, 
mahogany, or maybe 
teak, as different type 
of wood would give 
you different types of 

expressions. And after 
days, weeks or some-
times even months 
spent in his workshop 
alone, but not lonely 
,something imagined is 
now a tangible reality. A 
beautifully carved craft.

Henry seldomly as-
signs a title to his in-
dividual pieces of work 
and says, “I don’t label 
it, most of the time the 
work speaks for itself”. 

He is of the persua-
sion that labelling lim-
its the interpretation of 
the piece as each one 
can be viewed through 
a different lens.

“Labelling limits the 
way that people look 
at the pieces, people 
might see something 
that you may not see,” 
he said.

So where does he 
get his inspiration 
from? From conversa-
tion with friends who 
make certain sugges-
tions to brainstorming 
ideas in his mind, even 
looking at a piece of 
wood inspires him to 
go in a particular di-
rection. He enjoys the 
challenge of making 
something that initial-
ly, he would have told 
himself he could not 
make. Carving custom 
made pieces for cus-
tomers also gives him 
joy and satisfaction.

Additionally, Henry 
also makes other item 
such as drums, shak-
shak, handmade jewel-
ry and other items, but 
his love and passion of 
carving will always take 
precedent.  

The beautifully 
carved sign “Folk Fare 
Craft House” hangs in 
front of his store at 
Southern Main Road La 
Brea a short distance 
from the famous Pitch 
Lake. The business, 
which relies mainly on 
tourists and tourism, 
has slowed down due 
to Covid-19 and other 
economic factors in 
the area.  

Henry speaks af-
fectionately about his 
wife Bernadette, fondly 

called Suzy, who has 
been his companion 
for over 30 years. She 
has embraced the re-
sponsibility of man-
aging their craft store 
and has even added 
a few creations of her 
own. 

As an interior de-
signer she enjoys ar-
ranging and displaying 
items inside and out-
side the store. Their 
children are young 
adults and are artistic 
in their own unique 
way.

Recently, a couple 
of young men have 
shown interest in the 
craft and often visit 
his workshop. Henry 
says, “anybody willing 
to learn, I willing to 
teach.” After all he is in 
the business that “puts 
a smile on people’s 
face”.

His parting words 
were, “believe in your-
self. The path [career] 
you take in life you want 
to express it and this is 
your medium”. 

Anyone wishing to 
contact Henry can visit 
his Facebook page at 
FolkFare Craft House.

Carvinghis path

Roy Henry 
proudly displays 
a piece of art he 
created.
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PUNDIT Abhedanand Persad Sharma officiated during 
Maha Shivratri celebrations at the home of Norris Ram-
jattan, Princes Town, on Thursday, March 11.

Maha Shivratri, which is the darkest day of the month, 
is an annual festival dedicated to the Hindu god Shiva, 
and is particularly important in the Shaivism tradition of 
Hinduism. Unlike most Hindu festivals which are cele-
brated during the day, the Maha Shivratri is celebrated at 
night. For every lunar month, there is a Shivratri, with 12 
occurring per year.

However, Maha Shivratri, the one that normally oc-
curs in February-March period is of the most spiritual 
significance. On this night, the northern hemisphere of 
the planet is positioned in such a way that there is a nat-
ural upsurge of energy in a human being.

Shiv Ratri celebrations in Princes Town
Pundit Abhedanand 
Persad Sharma 
instructs Norris 
Ramjattan on making 
his offering unto 
the Shiva Lingam. 
—Photo by KAVITA 
RAMCHARITAR

By Krishna Maharaj

“IF WE take away the rituals from the 
church, we leave the church without 
an identity. Rituals are to give us 
identity, to let us know who we are 
and what we are, and when we pre-
serve them we ensure our identity 
throughout generations. Take away 
a people’s rituals and you steal their 
identity.”

So said Dr Dave Alleyne, Bishop 
of the Flaming Word Cathedral, in 
his Palm Sunday message delivered 
at the church on Caroni Savannah 
Road, Chaguanas.  

Bishop Alleyne said there are cer-
tain traditions that the Bible says we 
must keep that are to be perpetual.  
It gives us a chance to let people 
know the narrative. 

“Do we know what Palm Sunday 
represents?  Do our children know 
what it represents?  If they don’t, 

then other people will steal them to 
join cults, false religions, false ideol-
ogies and idiosyncrasies, which will 
cause them to drift away because as 
leaders we have not anchored them 

in the revelations and traditions of 
our forefathers,” he contended.  

The Bible speaks of a generation 
that did not know God. They did not 
know about the miraculous power 
of God. Palm branches represent 
“prosperity”, said Bishop Alleyne. 

The bishop also spoke about gen-
der-based violence, violent crime 
and the rise of hate crimes.

“We must get society together. At 
this time, moreso than ever, as we 
are in the pandemic, and with the 
advent of vaccines we are still a dis-
tance away of becoming post-Cov-
id”, he said. 

He advised members of the na-
tion to continue to follow the pro-
tocols as we navigate ourselves 
through this dark period. “We will 
see an end to this. We then can start 
to rebuild our nation, our economy, 
and we will do it better and strong-
er”, said Bishop Alleyne. 

Bishop Alleyne’s Palm Sunday message

Roslyn Pulwarty, wife of the 
late Rev Herman Pulwarthy. 

Bishop Dr Dave Alleyne, second from right, together with members of his clergy, from left, Rev Zahir Mohammed, Rev Leah Radix, Rev Eden Rosal, 
Rev Phyllis Nidhan, Rev Leander Alleyne, Rev Phillip Nidhan, Rev Veronica Alleyne, (bishop’s wife) Rev Leandra Alleyne and Rev Deosaran Harridath.
—Photos by KAVITA RAMCHARITAR

Lystra Charles   

Rev Isiah Charles
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Aid the 
rescuers
Story and photos by Lydia Frederick

WHEN the Dangerous Dogs Act of 2012 
came into being, one would have 
thought it a notable victory for ani-
mal-lovers and activists. 

However, Kathryn Cleghorn, presi-
dent of Animal Alive, recalls: “It result-
ed in massive dumping of large breed 
dogs, in particular pitbulls, on high-
ways and byways, cane fields, and 
remote areas. A lot of unnecessary 
suffering.” 

The shelter received numerous 
calls from persons wanting to give up 
their animals, so Animal Alive became 
a rescue centre for many dogs.

Animal Alive, a no-kill, non-prof-
it, non-governmental organisation, 
was birthed 12 years ago by Kathryn 
and friends, who observed a notice-
able amount of stray animals on the 
street. They decided to render aid 
by giving the animals refuge in their 
own homes. As their number of fur-
ry friends [dogs and cats] increased, 
they sought a place that the animals 
could call their home. 

In 2009, a rehabilitation centre was 
opened in La Romain. Fast forward 
one year later to January 2010, they 
nestled in Oropouche, South Trinidad 
on a parcel of land donated to the 
shelter. This space is now home to 
over five hundred dogs and cats. Most 
of the animals brought to the shelter 
have been rescued from abuse or 
have been abandoned.

Animal Alive strongly advocates 
that owners can do simple things like 
spaying and neutering of their animals 
to control unwanted pet populations. 
Kathryn passionately states: “We must 
pass through this world as we born, 
before we die leaving it better than we 
found it. It cannot just be for human be-
ings, but must be extended to animals, 
trees, earth and environment in whatev-
er sphere. Everyone has a part to play.”  

The organisation depends solely on 
donations. It is at full capacity in ratio of 
animals to caretakers, and is currently 
unable to accommodate anymore ani-
mals as it is in dire need of resources. 
So, who will rescue Animal Alive the 
rescuer? The organization was not ex-
empted from being affected by the pan-
demic. Donations and animal adoptions 
have declined. Fundraising ventures 
were shelved because of the Covid-19 
restrictions. 

Constantly striving to meet its com-
mitments, the organisation has em-
barked on selling face masks, book-
marks, second hand books, etc. Kathryn 
praises her hard-working staff for their 
commitment and dedication, and ex-
tends heartfelt gratitude to the volun-
teers, mentors, donors, and supporters 
of the worthy cause.

The day-to-day running of the shelter 
is conducted by a staff of nine persons. 
A typical day for a caretaker begins at 7 
a.m. Animals with special needs, old-
er, sick, and baby animals are attend-
ed to first. Subsequently all the ken-
nels are thoroughly cleaned. They are 
then fed around 10.30 a.m. with a meal 
comprising of meat, rice, and chow. 

Twice a day the animals are al-
lowed into designated open areas to 
run around. Some animals, because of 
abuse or suffering they experienced, 
may be aggressive, but eventually 
come around as they are given the 
love and care necessary for rehabilita-
tion. Some animals, though, may take 
longer than others because of the 
trauma they may have been through, 
often at the hands of humans. There 
are single and group kennels and the 
animals are housed according to their 
age, temperament, and/or needs.

Assistant Supervisor Ahmadi spoke 
of the odd day that that might not be 
“going so good”, but upon interacting 
with the animals makes you feel bet-
ter, and gives you that push to go on. 
I watched as Ahmadi fearlessly em-
braced a female pitbull named Roxy 
that is partially paralysed. 

On a brief tour of the facility, I 
also observed supervisor Faustin em-

bracing a furry dog with “trust issues” in a single 
kennel that growled at him. As the caretakers ap-
proach certain areas, joy and happiness entered 
the space as the animals gravitated towards them 
barking, jumping, wagging tails, and affectionate-
ly demanding attention. Kathryn had this to say in 
parting: ’’We need to change our thinking and treat 
animals with respect. Adopt and Donate.’’

Anyone can become a partner with Animal Alive 
by donating online or at Republic Bank Ltd Acc 
#800 464-345 101. Tangible items can also be do-
nated. Its programs include options of adoption, 
mentorship, sponsorship, bonding, volunteering, 
or medical funding. 

Find them on Facebook or call 709-1151 for more 
information.



Story by Krishna Maharaj

ANSELM GIBBS is “a little boy from 
Laventille with a big forehead who 
always had big dreams”.

Those dreams took him from the 
dasheen patch yard of his home to 
anchoring Trinidad and Tobago’s 
newscast, the TV6 News.

From being told that he will nev-
er be an anchor on American TV and 
having his career downplayed by 
some relatives, he proved many peo-
ple wrong. 

Anselm graduated from St John’s 
University (magna cum laude) with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Journalism and 
a Master’s degree in Sport Manage-
ment. Since then, he has worked for 
and been on the air for ABC News, 
CBS Radio’s WFAN in NYC (the #1 
media market in America) and WPLJ 
95.5FM, also in NYC.

“I am grateful. I am thankful. I 
enjoy what I do,” he said. “I’ve in-
terviewed and met so many people: 
from celebrities to the regular man. 
I’ve been to places, locally and in-
ternationally, that most people may 
not visit in their lifetime. I am truly 
grateful. I am thankful. Don’t get me 
wrong, the job may frustrate me at 
times and make me use words that I 
can’t say on TV, but I still enjoy what 
I do.

Many people have helped me 
become the journalist and person I 
am today. Locally, Dominic Kaliper-
sad took a chance on me and to this 
day, he still sends me texts whenev-
er I mispronounce a word on the air. 
In the US, radio DJ, Rocky Allen, and 

NY1 (NY cable TV channel) anchor/
reporter, Jeanine Ramirez, taught me 
so much.”

He said growing up in Success 
Laventille, at the time, was an awe-
some experience he wouldn’t trade 
for anything. While there may be 
some “bad eggs”, the majority of 
people in Laventille are warm, shar-
ing, caring, strong and brave, he em-
phasised. 

“I grew up in Success Village, 
Laventille in a house with my mom, 
grandmother, two aunts, my elder 
sister and younger brother,” he re-
vealed. “God, church, discipline, edu-
cation, love, honesty, kindness, help-
ing others, education and class were 
the watchwords in our home. I re-
member granny kept us from liming 
on the street, especially my brother 
and I. I didn’t understand until later, 
what she was saving us from.

“There’s a ‘missing generation’ in 
the neighbourhood where I grew up. 
I say this because most of the orig-
inal residents of the area in Laven-
tille, where I grew up who would 
be 35-45 years old now, are either 
dead, in prison or have moved out 
of the area. This is a direct result of 
crime and violence in the area. See-
ing criminals and police running 
through your yard—sometimes guns 
in hand—wasn’t unusual. Neither was 
hitting the ground, when you heard 
gunshots.”

Anselm was once a choir boy who 
sang at St Matthias Anglican Church, 
and with both the Richmond Street 
Boys School and St  Anthony’s Col-
lege choirs. 

“I always had a lot of chat, and was 
(still am) always the person who ‘ain’t 
fraid nobody,’ he admitted. “Part 
of it came from people teasing me 
about my big forehead growing up. I 
was teased so much about it, and it 
wasn’t a nice feeling. I felt insecure 
about my looks for such a significant 
chunk of my life. But, with time my 
self-confidence would grow.”

That confidence grew even more 
after he started playing around 
with two portable CD players and 
a PC monitor speaker, experiment-
ing with DJ-ing.

“That led to me forming Lizzard 
Blizzard Sound System (DJ group). 
We were ruthless, when it came 
to competing in sound clashes. 
We racked up a lot of dubplates 
(singers remaking their songs 
calling your DJ group’s name 
in it) and were spinning in 
all the big clubs/parties and 
taking part in sound clash 
competitions, locally and 
abroad.”

That love for DJ-ing, 
which he still has, led 
to him wanting to have 
more formal training 
in media. He decided 
broadcast journalism 
was the way. “With the 
writing ability I had, my 
career path basically found 
me.”

Anselm has written for news-
papers, and worked in radio and 
TV. Something that helps him a 
lot with being a journalist, and 
has helped him even more as a 

student, is his outstanding memo-
ry capabilities. 

“Not exaggerating, I can easily 
memorise ten chapters in a text 
book, then go into an exam and 
answer questions by writing in-
formation from the text book ver-
batim,” he said. “There have been 
times on TV, when there were 
problems with the teleprompter, 
and I memorised news scripts and 
read them verbatim, on camera.”

He remembers a professor at 
the University of the 
District of Co-
lumbia, in 
Washington, 
D C — w h e r e 
he received 
his first year 
of tertiary edu-
cation—telling 
him, in front of 
the entire class, 
“ y o u 

will never make it on the air in Amer-
ica with that accent.” Also, other 
people (even some relatives) said 
he was studying “some chupidness” 
and that he wouldn’t even finish uni-
versity and would have to return to 
Trinidad without a degree.

Hearing people say those things 
only served as extra motivation, he 
said.  For anyone reading this, he 
has this advice: “Dream big. Life is 
sometimes easy and enjoyable, but 
it can also get really difficult, at 
times. In those difficult times, in par-
ticular, it may help to break things 

down into the smallest of pieces, 
and work through it bit by bit, 
step by step. Also, accept that 
sometimes there are things 
you just can’t control. 

I’ll leave you with a quote 
from comedian Conan O’Brien, 

which I pretty much live by: “If 
you work hard and you’re kind, 

amazing things will happen.”
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Story by  
Raynardo Hassanally

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO spent over 
$2 billion on the importation of 
cereals, fruits and vegetables last 
year, says Trade Minister Paula Go-
pee-Scoon.

Delivering her contribution on 
the Appropriation Bill (2021) in Par-
liament recently, Gopee-Scoon said 
according to the Central Statistical 
Office (CSO), food imports were val-
ued at approximately $5.67 billion 
in 2019 creating a serious drain on 
valuable foreign exchange.

While this is one side of the 
coin. The flip side is that we are 
just over one year into the Covid-19 
pandemic. A situation which acted 
as a catalyst to an already declining 
economy. 

In the midst of this crisis, the 
will of the Trinbagonian people to 
survive and to evolve still perse-
veres. We have proven to be a cre-
ative and innovative people and in 
the words of my father (who lived 
through an economic depression) 
“to live, we will live.” Many Trini-
dadians and Tobagonians who are 
highly-educated and highly-trained 
are now jobless. But this did not 
stop us. 

All over the country, the crea-
tivity and skill of a resilient people 
shows up. Food trucks, front yard 
barbeques, sauces and pepper 
sauces, plants on sale, new brands 
of candles, soaps and personal 
care products on sale, the tastiest 
and most inventive sweet-hand 
creations available for purchase 
online or via WhatsApp orders. All 

show the innovation of a people 
who will not be pulled down and 
become a welfare society. 

Backyard farming has grown 
three-fold in the last year, curbing 
increasing inflation and making 
fresh produce available to many 
around the country within walking 
distance (or a short drive) away 
from their homes. Markets in Trini-
dad and Tobago are unable to keep 
up with the volume of market ven-
dors with produce to sell. Thereby 
resulting in market vendors setting 
up shop on roadsides and corners 
in every part of the country. 

Out of this newly evolved situa-
tion, an idea was put forward to the 
Business Development Committee 
of the National Council for Indian 
Culture. “Why not create a space 
where farmers can sell their pro-
duce in a safe environment.” Within 
this challenge was born the NCIC 
Farmers and Artisans market. 

The intent of the Farmers and 
Artisans Market started with creat-
ing a safe space where customers 
could get their produce from small 
farmers without having to pull to 
the side of the road and create an 

unsafe situation for both the cus-
tomer and the farmer, by having 
to do a transaction at the side of a 
busy street. 

The need for safe parking need-
ed to be solved. We could not leave 
the farmers outside and open to 
the elements, so a proper covered 
space would be required. Many 
shoppers are coming home from 
work in the evenings into night, 
so a properly-lit space would be 
required. All things which the NCIC 
BDC could physically solve. But 
what else could be done to go 
above and beyond to make this in-
itiative more than just a space that 
solves a problem? 

This is where the “homegrown” 
was born. 

Homegrown in the dictionary 
means grown or produced in one’s 
own garden or country or belong-
ing to one’s own particular locality 
or country. eg. “home-grown tal-
ent”. 

So why not have a space that 
can include all these aspects of 
our home. The opportunity to high-
light all the skills and talents of our 
country. The ethos then became 
“Promoting Local Products, Skills 
and Talent.” 

This initiative aims to provide 
a space where local products in 
many forms can be showcased and 
sold to the benefit of the produc-
ers. We also aim to build a com-
munity, a community of farmers, 
artisans, chefs and producers of all 
things Trinbago. There is so much 
talent in our twin islands and not a 
forum that would allow them to be 
featured. 

Promoting homegrown produce

Leveraging on technology and the 
power of social media, these products, 
skills and talents can now, not only be 
featured in Trinidad and Tobago but 
across the world, thereby giving our 
farmers and artisans and the creativity 
of Trinidad and Tobago, global recog-
nition. 

In building such a community, we 
do not just want persons to survive, 
but to thrive and excel. Such a collec-
tive wealth of knowledge and expertise 
can be harnessed, thereby elevating the 
collective experience of the community. 
We envision a space where persons can 
come and share knowledge and talent 
and teach others within the community 
for the greater good. 

Homegrown Farmers, Homegrown 

Artisans, Homegrown Expertise and 
Homegrown Talent, all in one place en-
hancing each other’s lives for the great-
er societal good. 

As we forge ahead with this initiative, 
in the weeks ahead we hope to roll out 
new plans and features that will engage 
with farmers, vendors and the general 
public for both edification and enter-
tainment, and begin to build our home-
grown community as we all adapt to this 
rapidly changing environment in which 
we live within our Trinidad and Tobago. 

Check us out at https://www.face-
book.com/ncichomegrown/ and 
https://www.instagram.com/ncichome-
grown/ or visit the website https://
ncichomegrown.com/ to register to be-
come a vendor.

Vendor Ornella Boodoo, right, discusses her product with Anisa Rostant.

Deoroop Teemul, second from left, listens to vendor Ashwinee Ragoonanan, while Shawn Ramjit, 
left, and Raynardo Hassanally look on. —Photos by KAVITA RAMCHARITAR

This initiative aims to 
provide a space where 
local products in many 

forms can be showcased 
and sold to the benefit 

of the producers.
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Recording the early days in T&T
Story and Photos  
by Kavita Ramcharitar

L
OCATED at 16 Telemaque 
Road in Flanagin Town, 
the Cocoa Panyol Museum 
boasts a wide collection of 

artefacts documenting the early 
days of life in Trinidad and Tobago.

According to its curator Clive 
Teemul, the museum was estab-
lished in 2017 as the offspring of 
a concept he had created titled El 
Pueblo Navideno (The Christmas 
Village).

“At that time I was doing a 
school Christmas project entitled 
Tribute to the Elders, and was 
looking for ways to create an en-
vironment that would encourage 
the children to reflect on what life 
had been like in earlier times,” he 
recalled. “I then started to look 
for little old things that would 
stimulate their minds, and then it 
turned out that I was actually put-
ting artefacts together.”

Being an art teacher, Teemul 
was able to borrow items and set 
up a semi-museum at the school 
for the two-weeks Christmas pro-
gramme.

“It created an impact on the 
children and elders,” he stated. 
“Based on their enthusiasm, I 
decided that this geographical 
area needed some kind of a mu-
seum, and since I was looking at 
Christmas, I started to focus on 
the influences from the past that 
are still recognisable. The first 
thought that came to my mind 
were the pastilles, and parang, 

and things like that. I thought 
these things came from the 
Spanish, but when I examined it 
further it was not the Spanish but 
the Venezuelans.”

He contended that during the 
Civil War, the Venezuelans were 
the first Spanish-speaking people 
to arrive in Trinidad in the 1850s, 
looking for labor in the cocoa and 
coffee estates.

“They were a mixture of Amer-
indians, African and Spanish, and 
that is where I got the name Co-
coa Panyol Museum,” he said.

The highlight of a tour to the 
museum is the home-made hot 
hops and freshly-brewed coffee 
and cocoa tea prepared, espe-
cially for the children. It is a great 
trip for students of both primary 
and secondary schools, as they 
get a hands-on experience and 

knowledge about topics they 
would probably cover in history 
and social studies.

The Cocoa Panyol concept, ac-
cording to Teemul, is a mixture of 
ethnicities—a mixture of all peo-
ple working and living together.

“I know what community and 
rural life is all about, then and 
now,” he said. “There is an old 
saying that it takes a village to 
raise a child. That concept never 
died, it is just the practice that 
has died. Back then when walking 
the street everyone, old or young, 
greeted each other with a ‘good 
morning’ or ‘good evening,’ but 
nowadays that way of life has dis-
appeared. The idea of my museum 
is to try and bring all cultures to-
gether.”

To contact the Cocoa Panyol 
Museum, call 733-5701.

THE COCOA PANYOL MUSEUM

Curator Clive Teemul shows the scales used in markets 
and shops long ago as well as an old Singer sewing 
machine.

Christopher Singh, right, and Josua Ragbir use a motar and 
pecil to grind cocoa seeds.

Joan Teemul Ragbir, sister 
of Clive, shows some bread 
baked in an oven using a 
kerosene stove.

Clive Teemul demonstrates the 
swizel stick used for stirring.
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Story by Krishna Maharaj 

C
LYDE OGESTE is termed as 
the man with a natural tal-
ent for art. Just by looking 
at someone, Ogeste can 

reproduce their image on paper by 
drawing them as they look on.

“I got into this like I was born 
into this, because it was all about 
self-taught, I had no formal train-
ing,” said Ogeste.

Ogeste was photographed while 
he was drawing on the shores of 
Store Bay, Tobago, and spoke brief-
ly with InFocus. He lives at St Joseph 
Street,  Arima,  but has spent most 
of his time in Tobago since he was 
about 18 years of age.

As an adult, he spent his time 
drawing portraits of travellers at the 
Piarco International Airport.

“They called me the Piarco art-
ist, because I spent about 40 years 
drawing persons at the Piarco Air-
port while they waited for their 

flights.” Ogeste said he has been 
drawing since the age of seven 
and noted that even though he had 
a job, he continued drawing on a 
part-time basis and he has even 
taken part in art exhibitions in the 
past.

“It like me and I like it back,” he 
said.

“I got encouragement from my 
father, even though he wasn’t an 
artist, he liked to see me draw and 
I spent a lot of time on the drawing 
table,” said Ogeste.

He noted that it takes him about 
15-20 minutes to draw someone in 
black and white, while a color por-
trait takes him about 45 minutes.

But Ogeste is not only skilled 
with a pencil and paper. He can also 
create sculptures from plaster and 
even does traditional paintings. 

He ended by saying that he does 
many types of art and if anyone 
wants a specific piece of art, he can 
do it for you. Clyde Ogeste draws a visitor at Store Bay, Tobago.  —Photo by KAVITA RAMCHARITAR

OGESTE: I was born to be an Artist

Story by Krishna Maharaj 

R
OMEL RIVAS of Crown Point, has been a 
reef tour operator in Tobago for the past 
19 years.

He is making an urgent appeal to the 
relevant authority to do something to imple-
ment an uplift to the island’s coral reef.

Corals are under a lot stress these days—
from pollution, overfishing, sea level rise, 
warmer seawater temperatures, and the in-
creasing acidity of the oceans. The impact of 
ocean acidification threatens coral reefs by 
making it harder for corals to build their skele-
tons. But exactly how do corals go about grow-
ing their skeletons?

“For instance, by using calcium which fer-
tilise corals and make them much more col-
ourful, which in turn attracts colourful fishes,” 
argued Rivas.

However, what is of greater concern to the 
villager is the economic hardships he and oth-
ers are currently experiencing.

“Due to the Covid regulations we are not 
getting the high influx of business, and there is 
not much happening on the Island,” he lament-
ed. “We are having lots of folks from Trinidad, 
but mostly on weekends. We get better business 
from tourists, but Covid-19 affected us in a very 
big way because no tourists are coming to the 
island. They provide better business for us.”  

So, if Government could support us finan-
cially to buy calcium for the corals, we would 
be happy to do so,” he stressed. “We, the boat 
guys try in our own little way to protect the 
reef, but actually, as the years go by it is de-
clining. I don’t know what the Government and 
the people involved in tourism can do, but we 
are hoping and wishing for betterment for the 
reef in the future.”

Tour operator calls on Govt to help save Tobago’s coral reef

One of the tour boats sits idle in the bay.  
—Photos by KAVITA RAMCHARITAR

Romel Rivas, sitting below, is all smiles as he and 
a colleague await customers at Pigeon Point in 
Tobago last week.
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The Good Friday bobolee motivated by a 
CHUTNEY SONG

By Kavita Ramcharitar

O
N GOOD FRIDAY, 25-year-
old Aron Kolahar showed 
off his unique bobolee 
depicting a local Indi-

an selection by chutney singer 
Jairam Dindial titled: “Mr Ram-
chand—The cow kick down the 
bucket of milk.”

Aron, of San Francique, Penal, 
has been creating ornaments to 
mark every type of celebration, 
including Easter, Eid-ul-Fitr, In-
dependence, Divali and Christ-
mas.

“Three years ago I started do-
ing this,” he said. “My first pro-
ject was a Christmas tree, then a 
moon and star, and then a deya. 
Every year I keep upgrading and 
adding more accessories to the 
project, and as time goes by it 
keeps getting better and better.”

Aron said It all started when 
he was employed as a Rig Me-

chanic. “I was motivated by Hal-
loween and looking at foreign 
projects where people dressed 
depicting different scenes, and 
then I decided to use the rope 
lights and make my first project 
which was a  Christmas tree. I 
must say foreign projects had a 

great impact on me,” he said. 
“I was motivated by my moth-

er Sharon Kolahar with this pro-
ject which I found to be funny, 
but my father Mohan and brother 
David always supported me in 
making the different projects 
throughout the year.”

Aron Kolahar about to beat Mr Ramchand the bobolee.
—Photo by KAVITA RAMCHARITAR

Sando Corporation pays 
tribute to our living icons

By David Cuffy  
Photos byYolandra John

I
N MANY aspects of life, we of-
ten neglect to appreciate the 
things that we have until it is 
gone. Doesn’t it make sense 

to show appreciation for some-
one while they’re still alive and 
can benefit from our admiration 
rather than dead and perma-
nently beyond caring?

 The past couple years, with 
its seemingly endless succes-
sion of celebrity deaths, really 
brought out this absurd phe-
nomenon of neglecting the liv-
ing and revering the dead, par-
ticularly those who have been 
more or less forgotten in the 
fickle world of local entertain-
ment.

The San Fernando City Cor-
poration must, therefore, be 
highly commended for renam-
ing a portion of Lord Street to 
Dr Leroy Calliste Street in hon-
or of veteran calypsonian Black 
Stalin.

Dr Leroy Calliste, better 
known by his stage name, Black 

Stalin, is a five-time Calypso 
Monarch and also won the Calyp-
so King of the World title in 1999.

Calliste was born on Sep-
tember 24, 1941 to George and 
Elcina Calliste in San Fernando 
and began his calypso career in 
1959 when he made his debut at 
Shepherd Hall in St Madeleine. 
His stage name, Black Stalin was 
given to him by the calypsonian 
Blakie at some point during the 
mid-1960s. 

As a performer, Calliste cap-
tured his first Calypso Monarch 
title in 1979, some 20 years after 
his debut. He would later go on 
to win the title again four more 
times during the course of his 
performing career. 

In 2008, Calliste was conferred 
with an honorary doctorate from 
the University of the West Indies, 
St. Augustine, for his tremendous 
dedication and contribution to 
Calypso music and culture in Trini-
dad and Tobago. He was previous-
ly recognized for his contribution 
to culture when he was awarded 
the Hummingbird Medal (Silver) at 
the National Awards in 1987.

Junia Regrello, Mayor of San 
Fernando praised Calliste for his 
contribution to the calypso art-
form and culture over his illustri-
ous career.

“His work will remain etched in 
the archives for our scholars, edu-
cators and students to research,” 
said Regrello. “His appreciation of 
the art form, the people, his coun-
try and the Caribbean have con-
nected him in such a way that he is 
loved both by his and the current 
generation. His music is simply 
timeless.”

However, this isn’t the first time 
the San Fernando Corporation has 
paid tribute to an artiste. In April 
2019, they also paid tribute to vet-
eran steelband leader and arrang-
er Lennox ‘Bobby’ Mohammed by 
renaming a street in the Borough, 
Harris Promenade East after him.

Mohammed created history in 
1965, when he led the Guinness 
Cavaliers Steel Orchestra to a Pan-
orama title. At 22 years of age, he 
became the youngest arranger to 
win the prestigious title since the 
competition’s inception in 1963, 
beating many major orchestras 

from the Port-of-Spain area who 
dominated the competition in 
previous years. The band would 
later capture the title again in 
1967, after placing second in 
1966. 

In the years that followed, 

Mohammed would attend sever-
al conferences and festivals as a 
pannist and arranger. He would 
later be honored for his contri-
butions at the National Awards 
in 1992, where he received the 
Hummingbird Medal (Gold).
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By Vinode Mamchan

A 
NUMBER of national youth 
cricketers who have been 
badly affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic in terms of their 

cricket, were able to get in their final 
match before the Minister of Health 
Terrence Deyalsingh announced that 
the Government had taken the posi-
tion to stop recreational sport.

He explained that there was reck-
less gathering in the stands at these 
matches and it was one of the rea-
sons for the current spike in Covid-19 
infections that the country is expe-
riencing. 

The last match to take place was a 
game between FCB Clarke Road Unit-
ed U-19 led by national youth cricket-

er Liam Mamchan and Spartan Crick-
et Club U-19 led by Christian Lezama 
from the East of Trinidad. 

With all the necessary protocols 
being observed, the game, used as a 
practice match was very successful. 
Such was the yearning for the sport, 
that some cricketers arrived as early 
as 9 a.m. for a match that was due to 
start at 1 p.m.  

Batting first, Clarke Road made 
130/6 off their allotted 30 overs 
with Raayad Mohammed getting 20 
retired, Nickyle Jalim, 17 retired, and 
Mamchan retired. The Spartans outfit 
was then bowled out for 60, losing 
by 70 runs as they found the bowl-
ing of the national players too hot to 
handle. 

Mamchan led by example as he 

ripped out the openers within the first 
two overs. He started his destruction 
in only the second ball of the match, 
sending back his opposite number 
Lezama. After that, it was downhill for 
the Spartans team but at the end of 
the day, it was a good run for both 
teams with these players having 
been inactive for quite a while. 

Players like Mohammed and 
Christian Rampersad were chosen to 
play for the national under-15 team 
last year and as soon as the team was 
announced, the West Indies Cricket 
Board (WICB) announced that they 
were canceling the regional under-15 
tournament, much to the disappoint-
ment of the players. 

The youngsters now eagerly await 
a return to the cricket fields.
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LAST KNOCK
Youngsters get in final game before Covid rollback... 

Gone!!! Spartan wicketkeeper Christian Lezama, right, stumps out FCB Clarke Road batsman 
Christian Rampersad, left, as Jedadia John appeals for an out.

National youth cricketer and FCB Clarke Road U-19 captain Liam 
Mamchan bats against Spartan. FCB Clarke Road won the match 
by 70 runs. —Photos by KAVITA RAMCHARITAR
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